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When Should the Lake Level Be
Raised or Lowered?
This is the question that has been discussed, cussed, and debated every since
the control of the dam and lake level has been turned over to the state. Ludington
State Park Management is responsible for raising and lowering the lake.
Over the years the raising of the lake has usually been when all the ice is
gone from the lake in the Spring. With a change of park personnel recently the
records indicated to them that the water level was raised the first of April. Unfortunately, that was the year that the ice was gone by mid-March. Many lake users
were upset with the delay. Another problem concerning the raising of the water
level is the speed at which the water level is brought up. Marina operators and
people who need sea wall repair would like the water level raised one foot and
then held at that level for 2 weeks before raising the water to its full level. This
would give them time to make the necessary repairs.
The lowering of the lake level has had many different times from the 2 nd week in Nov. to the 4th Monday of Oct.
People who enjoy late Fall fishing and people who enjoy duck hunting and marina operators who like the extra time to
get boats out of the water and winterize them want the level of the lake maintained as long as possible. They would be
happy if the level was not lowered till first ice on the lake or something like the Monday before Thanksgiving. Another
group of people want the lake lowered as soon as possible after Labor Day to minimize the amount of damage caused to
shoreline and sea walls by strong winds out of the North.
The Ludington State Park officials have tried to be responsive to the requests of riparian owners and of groups
such as HLPS as to when to raise or lower the lake level, but no one knows just exactly when the raising or lowering
should be. The manager at the State Park, Jim Gallie, has looked into this matter in great detail and reports the following.
Hamlin Lake is a man made lake and therefore it is governed by different rules than other lakes. In order for specific
times to be established a proposal must be presented to a circuit court judge and he must approve it. This has never
been done and so what we have are only suggested times for when the lake level should be changed.
HLPS is working on developing a questionnaire form that would present several of the more popular scenarios
and have it available for all persons who use the lake to fill it out and turn it in. The scenarios for raising and lowering the
lake level that receive the most support would then be given to the State Park management for their management to review and approve. From there we would then take the proposal to a circuit court judge for his approval.
If all goes well we should then be able to answer the question as to when the level of the lake is to be either raised or
lowered.
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Hamlin Township
Transfer Facility on Dewey
Road
WINTER SCHEDULE
October 1—April 30
Wednesday and Saturday
9 A.M.—5 P.M.
SUMMER SCHEDULE
May 1—September 30
Monday, Wednesday, and
Saturday,
10 A.M. - 6 P.M.

HLPS has a website thanks to
Jim Clark .
Take a look at
www.hamlinlakepreservation.org
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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER
I write this letter as we enter the Memorial Day Weekend, that special

time of year when our lake starts to become alive for the summer boating
and swimming season. I always look forward to seeing people out on the
lake, enjoying recreational activities and family picnics. It’s my pleasure
to welcome you all back to beautiful Hamlin Lake.
I recently had the opportunity to observe an aquatic vegetation survey
being conducted on Long Lake near Belding, Michigan. The lake is
heavily populated with curly leaf pondweed and a combination of Eurasian, native and hybrid water milfoil. Parts of the lake were so densely overgrown that it was nearly
impassable to boat traffic. I thought it unusual to have so much growth appearing at the surface this
early in the year. The study was being conducted to determine how best to control the excessive
weed growth. I couldn’t help but wonder if someday, Hamlin would experience a similar fate.
We do have our weed and algae problems but we also have an active group of concerned volunteers working to help slow the aging process. All lakes age over time (i.e. become more nutrient rich
and fill in with sediment and weeds). The key is to recognize problems early and work to prolong
this aging process as much as possible. Some lakes age very quickly while others may take thousands of years to reach the heavily overgrown state. Our water quality team has identified many of
the tributary sources that add plant nutrients to the lake. This team, working in conjunction with students from West Shore Community College, has been investigating ways to restrict inputs from
these sources. As a member of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society, you too make a valuable
contribution to the welfare of our lake. Your dues and contributions help fund the expense of investigating and solving our most critical water quality issues.
One final note: our annual HLPS Dinner Meeting will be held on Friday June 26 th this year. Normally
held in August, it was hoped a June meeting would attract more members before they became heavily involved with summer activities. This is an important meeting where members learn, first hand,
the steps being taken to help preserve our lake. It’s also where members can meet the people
they’ve elected to make critical lake management decisions. Organizations thrive when they receive
active support from their membership. This is your opportunity to make HLPS better. Please attend
if you can. We hope to see you there.
Finally, I join my fellow HLPS board members in wishing you, your family, and your friends a most
enjoyable summer on our beautiful lake.
Your HLPS President,
Bruce Pelletier
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The Walleye Association
I’ve been asked to provide an article for the Walleye Association regarding this
year’s activities. I’d also like to express my appreciation to the Hamlin Lake
Preservation Society members for their support for the last 25 years.
As many are aware, the Association operates a walleye rearing facility in Mason
County and raises walleye fry to fingerling size for the Michigan DNR. The DNR
has been very happy with the results of the fish raising operation that we have
and Hamlin Lake is one of the beneficiaries of this effort.
The Walleye Association bears all the cost of operating this facility.
This year’s rearing activity is about half way through the rearing cycle. We have 320,000 walleye fry stocked
in the rearing pond. When we get the fry from the DNR, they are about 3/8 of an inch in length. At this writing,
the fish are about one inch in length and about the right length for the period of time since they were hatched
in the hatchery. We will harvest the walleyes when they reach a length of about one and three quarters inches. We expect the first harvest to be about the first week of June.
Right now, the fish have plenty of food. They eat zooplankton (small aquatic organisms) and the trick to raising them is to make sure they don’t run out of food. If this takes place, the fish become cannibalistic. They eat
each other and the pond collapses, resulting in very few fish to be harvested. This makes raising the walleye
difficult and risky.
This year Hamlin Lake is on the stocking schedule to receive 150,000 fingerlings. The stocking schedule the
DNR tries to follow for Hamlin Lake is 150,000 fingerlings every other year. The DNR has done several lake
surveys and has determined that this stocking schedule is optimum for a lake of Hamlin’s size, depth, and
fish population. This stocking schedule prevents overstocking and helps maintain a healthy fishery.
Again the Walleye Association thanks all of you who have supported us in the past. The extra contribution
that many of you make along with your annual dues contributes significantly to the operation of the pond.
For those of you who will be in Ludington on June 20 th , we have a fund raising fish fry at the Ludington Boat
Club. The tickets are $20.00 each. The event starts with appetizers at 4:30pm and dinners are served from
5:00 to 8:00pm. Tickets are available from any Walleye Association Director or give me a call and I’ll find a
way to get the tickets to you.
Carter Koles
231-843-2183 (H)
231-357-1557 (Cell)
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Water Quality
Overall the water quality of Hamlin Lake is good. Data compiled by the Michigan Lakes and
Streams Association and collected by HLPS volunteers does indicate that phosphorous levels are
creeping up and water clarity is trending down. This situation promotes algae blooms and in some
cases blue-green algae blooms which can be harmful.
The phosphorus comes from field run off into streams that flow into Hamlin Lake, lawn fertilizers,
poorly operating septic systems, waste from waterfowl and other wild life. HLPS has been monitoring the amount of phosphorous entering Hamlin Lake via the streams and rivers which feed the
lake. Over the years there has been a concerted effort by people living in the Hamlin Lake watershed to reduce the amount of phosphorous entering the lake, farmers have put in systems to minimize the run off from their fields, more and more people are using phosphorous free lawn fertilizers,
and people continue to up grade their septic systems. The amount of phosphorous entering the lake
has been reduced through these efforts.
HLPS is looking for methods that might further reduce the phosphorous
levels in the lake and reduce the amount of algae blooms that occur
throughout the summer.
We are continuing to monitor phosphorous levels, water clarity, dissolved
oxygen levels and e-coli levels in the lake this year. A group of volunteers
has already been at work collecting samples for testing.

Reminder!!
Check out the Hamlin Lake Historic Fishing Cottage
At
White Pine Village
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HLPS Board of Directors
Minutes of May 19th 2015 Meeting
Meeting started @ 6:50pm @ Hamlin Township Hall
Present: Bruce Pelletier, Ruth Crompton, Lynn Hoepfinger, Dick Todd, Gin Hluchan, Wayne Disegna, Joe Muzzo,
Wayne Andersen, Kathy McGill, Alison Puffer, and Mark Otto.
Guests: Jim Gallie, Dick Hubbard, and Dave Mahannah
Dick Hubbard informed the Board that they will be treating South Bayou for weeds this year. The treatment planned is to
use Reward at least twice for controlling mainly Eurasian Milfoil.
Jim Gallie spoke about the timing of raising and lowering of the lake levels.
Jim stated that Hamlin is a man made lake. This means that the timing of when the level of the lake is raised or lowered
needs to be set by legal definition.
The present terms for raising and lowering the lake is only an advisory statement.
Dave Mahannah suggested that some kind of survey be sent to all riparian owners and lake users. After much discussion, it was decided that a questionnaire will be developed that will have several different options for when the raising
and lowering of the lake should be and this will be sent to all riparian owners plus an announcement in the local paper be
placed informing the entire community that the questionnaire is available to anyone who is interested.
Jim Gallie also stated that there are long terms plans to expand the canoe trail at the State Park into Lost Lake. Short
term they are planning signage improvements to the present canoe trail.
The Park management is dividing up the park into zones and they will then decided what uses will be allowed in each
zone.
Committee Reports
Secretary—Last meeting minutes approved.
Treasurer/Membership Report: - Contributions to the fireworks fund are up this year. Our status as a charitable organization has been confirmed. Membership is up from last year at this point. The membership form in the last Currents issue was effective. We presently have 281 paid members.
We have a new memorial coming in for Danielle Goodman. Currently there is $1300.00 in it.
Water Quality— The Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program has changed their reporting program. We now receive only
the testing information for the upper and lower lake. In the past we would receive test results from all the lakes in the
program. Our reports now give trends for the water quality. As expected phosphorus levels are increasing and water
clarity is decreasing.
We have started testing the steams and river that supply water to the upper lake. The Spring tests showed the highest
phosphorus to be coming from Freeman Creek (1100 ppm). The cause of that is probably from one farmer who uses
poor farming practices. We are hopeful that we can work through the local agri-group to help this farmer improve his
practices. Overall the Big Sable River contributes about 90% of the Phosphorus that flows into the upper lake. We can
expect algae blooms whenever weather conditions are right.
WSCC is going to be doing water testing on Hamlin Lake as it did last year.
We will supply boat transportation for them.
Fish-Walleye 320,000 walleye fry will be released the last week of May. Hamlin Lake is scheduled to receive
150,000 walleye of the 320,000 raised. The Walleye Assoc. will have their annual dinner on June 20 th. Tickets can be
obtained from members.
Scholarship
The policy for the scholarship fund has not been firmed up yet so we will continue to support someone from WSCC who
is studying environmental sciences.

Old Business
Annual Dinner
The annual dinner will be June 26th. It has been decided that we’ll have the Sadlers supply the dinner and the snacks
and soft drinks. Cost for the dinner will be $15.00 per person. The guest speaker will be Carolyne Henne and she will
speak on invasive plants. Kathy McGill will handle the reservations.
Cottage—No report
Fireworks—Everything is set for the fireworks for this Independence Day. Kent is requesting help for set up and then for
clean up the morning following the fireworks display.
Hamlin Lake Currents
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End of Duneview Road—The township plans to go ahead with improving the road end. About 35 tons of lime stone will
be placed there along with concrete logs that will act as a ramp for very small water craft. They are in the process of getting bids for this work. It will cost somewhere between $10,000 and $14,000.
The drainage ditch and drainage tubes that are near the road end will be cleaned and a parking lot will be added.
The township has purchased land adjacent to the road end to convert to a parking lot. The property needs to have to
cabins removed, a well closed, the electric service removed, and some trees removed. Then the land must be leveled
and a concrete pad poured for a porta-jon and a waste container.
The township has asked if HLPS would help fund some of this work.
Victory Park Update A new boat launch was built but it was too shallow and out of spec. The ramp is now closed
until the builder can correct the ramp and bring it in to specification. The new parking lot is done. Wayne Andersen made
a motion that HLPS pay for the waste pick up there since we are doing this at other launch sites. Mark Otto 2 nd . motion
was approved.
New Business

Dennis Rd The county road commission is working on improving the road end.
Trial Aeration Project Lynn Hoepfinger obtain information from the State that indicated that aeration is not effective for algae removal or growth prevention.
An extensive study from Europe supports this but they did find that it helps prevent blue-green algae This project is on
hold.
Hamlin Lake Mapping Project This project is also on hold as the membership could not see any real benefits to
doing this at the present time.
Nomination Committee Ruth Crompton, Kent Gage, and Jim Clark have been appointed as the nominating committee.
Water Quality Chairman Lynn Hoepfinger is resigning as chairman of the water quality committee. Anyone interested in the chairmanship should contact Lynn.
Hamlin Lake Watershed Management Plan The watershed management plan for Hamlin Lake is about 30 years
old. We should be looking at updating the plan at least for the upper lake watershed. Wayne A. has been looking into
what needs to be done to upgrade the watershed plan and it appears that it will take a year or 2 to complete the plan.
This project is tabled till the next meeting.
Currents deadline is May 24th
Next Meeting is Tues. July 21st
6:30 pm @ Hamlin Township Hall
Gin and Wayne D will provide refreshments
Meeting adjourned 9:20pm

Currents Deadline
Is
Oct. 9th 2015
Hamlin Lake Currents
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society
Treasurer’s Report
May 19, 2015

Jan-2015
Balance

Deposits

Disburs.

40329.51

28633.00

(6591.20)

62371.31

0.00

6600.00

0.00

6600.00

444.00

504.00

(444.00)

504.00

25258.68

2897.00

(2152.20)

26003.48

0.00

2047.00

0.00

2047.00

Fireworks

5788.69

9928.00

(3000.00)

12716.69

Land Reserve Project
(Land Purchase)

2,623.52
1,000.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

2,623.52
1,000.00

Membership Dues*
Riparian Mag. Subscrip.
CONTRIBUTIONS:
General Fund

Fish Fund (Walleye Assoc)

Memorials
Judy Throp Memorial Fund
Historic Cottage

0.00

130.00

130.00

1130.00

200.00

1330.00

3060.00

971.00

0.00

4031.00

38.44

0.00

0.00

38.44

Sailing

62371.31

WEST SHORE BANK CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT
Maturity

Issue

Date

Value

Interest

Feb 2015

#90107

(interest=.55%)

8/24/13

8246.26

114.28

8366.86

#92039

(interest=.3%)

5/23/13

10143.91

89.31

10238.38

#92040

(interest= .3%)

5/23/13

18145.71

159.76

18314.70

PO ACCT.
Hamlin Lake Currents
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Aug. 2014

36919.94

Total Assets

220.91

99438.16
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Date to Remember
Annual Dinner Meeting
(New for 2015)
Friday June 26th

Hamlin Twp. Hall
Cost $15.00 per person
Coffee & soft Drinks
Provided
B.Y.O.B.
Appetizers @ 6:00pm
Dinner @ 7:00pm
Speaker: Carolyne Henne
Topic: Invasive plants
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HLPS Fireworks
Display
Friday July 3rd
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Do you have Pictures of Hamlin Lake or
Ludington State Park?
Would you like to share them??
We would like to use them in the Currents
Please e-mail them
to
wdisegna@frontier.com
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