
HLPS Board of Directors 
Minutes of Sept. 24, 2013 Meeting 

 

Meeting started @ 7:00pm @ Tamarac community center. 
Present: Pelletier, Crompton, McGill, Puffer, Gage, Hoepfinger, Todd, Clark, 

Anderson, and Disegna. 
Guests: Dr. Allan Steinman, Dr. Hamdy Helal, Linsey &Seth Earl (USDA), Jordan 

Rees (Conservation District), and Peter Payotte (IPR) 

Committee Reports 

Secretary—Last meeting minutes by Gage approved. 

Treasurer—Report was accepted as presented. Annual Dinner was a break 
even event and the lake swim profit was $857.50 

Membership—We have 345 members, 283 riparian, 60 are new members, and 
72 old members have not renewed. 

Water Quality—The phosphorous (P) study results are in. 
1. Most P coming from upper Hamlin Lake, from Big Sable River inlet to the 

Dennis Creek inlet. It appears to be mainly from agricultural run off the 
same as noted in the 1994 Progressive Engineering study.  

2. Forest Service burning projects did not cause significant increase in the 
amount of P run off into the lake.  

Some samples were taken within 2-3 days of rain storms. The results showed 
high levels of total and dissolved P in the range of 25-40 micrograms per liter. 
Clarity in the lake has been poorer than previous years. 

Dr. Steinman was invited to our meeting to help us with what can be causing the 
increase in algae blooms and what can be done to help control it. Seth Earl of the 
USDA confirmed that more acreage is under cultivation for the production of corn 
than in previous years due to the increased price of corn and corresponds to the 
increase in P that is seen in our testing. Dr. Steinman stated that algae will tie up 
the excess P that we observed after rain storms, but would again die drop to the 
bottom and again release the P. He suggested that we need to look at the P 
content in the sediment at the bottom of the lake since up certain conditions that 
P is reintroduced into the lake (when dissolved oxygen is less than 1mg/liter). 
The increased turbidity maybe due to the presence of subsurface algae. Other 
nutrients were discussed as causes of algae blooms such as chlorophyll.  

Some suggested solutions to the problem of high nutrient levels are: alum 
treatment of the lake to tie up the P on the bottom of the lake and the 
construction of flow thru marshes where high levels of P are entering the lake. 



These consist of 3 different natural habitat environments that each remove 
portions of the nutrients both they enter the lake. 

Fish-Walleye--Mark Tonello presentation will be placed on website for members’ 
access. Summary for Currents also recommended. 

Old Business 

Annual Dinner—The annual dinner meeting will be the first weekend in Aug. A 
committee should be charged with making other arrangements, publicity, 
ticketing, etc. It was recommended that a series of short presentations of ongoing 
activities be the program. 

Cottage—No report 

Fireworks-- Date for 2014 show established as Saturday, July 5.  

Victory Park—The Township has approved $22,000 for the construction of a 
new sea wall. The next phase will be to improve the boat launch area and the 
parking lot. The township needs approximately $20,000 to complete this phase 
and they are looking for any financial help they can get. After some discussion it 
was decided that HLPS should pledge $5,000 to this project. Disegna made the 
motion Crompton 2nd motion passed. 

Board Membership—Board member Conely has had to unexpectedly resign. 

Other Business---There was discussion about pulling the monofilament waste 
tube at Wilson Hill Park since it seems to be being used as a garbage can also. It 
was decided to try moving the garbage can that is there next to the monofilament 
waste tube to see if that will eliminate the problem. 

Currents deadline is Oct. 7th 
 
Next Meeting is Tues. May 13th 
6:30 pm Hamlin Township Hall 
 


