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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society—      Fall 2010 

The HLPS Board for 2011 

Jim Pinkerton, Wayne Andersen, Kent Gage, Lynn Hoepfinger, Linda Leibole, Jim Clark, Kathy McGill, Bruce 

Pelletier, Alison Puffer, Lloyd Gearhart, Jim Storm, Susan Austin, , Ruth Crompton ,and Wayne Disegna 

Our Speaker for the evening 

Dr Steinman’s presentation covered the major issues facing   

riparian owners as far as pollution, invasive species, and        

environmental landscaping 
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OFFICERS 

President, Jim Pinkerton  

pink829@yahoo.com 

Vice President, Lynn Hoepfinger 

lhoepfinger@charter.net. 

Recording Secretary, Wayne Disegna 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

Treasurer, Linda Leibole 

tedleibole@msn.com  

 Asst. Treasurer Kathy McGill 

All opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the authors         

and are not necessarily                    
the opinions of the 

 Hamlin Lake Preservation Society. 

HLPS is a tax exempt organization under Sec. 501(c) 3 of the IRS code.   
All dues and contributions are  tax deductible. 

 

 

Hamlin Lake Currents  
is published three times-a-year  
in Fall, Winter and Spring by the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  
P.O. Box 178  

Ludington, MI  49431 
 

Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 

history, and activities pertaining to 

Hamlin Lake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME! 
 

Please address letters to: 

Wayne Disegna 

 6647 W. Jackson Road 

Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board 

Hamlin Lake 
Currents Masthead 

Designed by  
Jeff Austin 

Hamlin Township 

Transfer Facility on Dewey 
Road 

 

WINTER SCHEDULE 
October 1—April 30 

Wednesday and Saturday 

9 A.M.—5 P.M. 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

May 1—September 30  

Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday,    

  10 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

Your comments are welcome!  

 E-mail Jim Pinkerton, President, 

pink829@yahoo.com.  

or write to the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society,  

P.O. Box  178 

Ludington MI  49431 

COMMITTEES 
 

Government Relations—Norval 

 Stephens 

Mailings—Ruth Crompton 

Membership–  

Newsletter—Wayne Disegna  

 Karen Disegna 

Special Events—Susan Austin,   

Linda Leibole,  Alison Puffer 

Walleye—Jim Storm 

Water Quality—Lynn Hoepfinger, 

 Wayne Disegna 

Weed Study—Ted Leibole 

 

DIRECTORS 
 

Susan Austin 

Jim Clark 

Ruth Crompton 

Lloyd Gearhart 

Lynn Hoepfinger 

Alison Puffer 

Jim Storm 

Bruce Pelletier 

Kathy McGill 

Kent Gage 

Wayne Andersen 

HLPS has a website thanks to 

Jim Clark and Jeff Rupp .  Take 

a look at 

www.hamlinlakepreservation.org 
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Our thanks to Jeff Austin for the pictures  
of the annual meeting  

Annual Meeting Report 
Minutes 
 

 

 
 
  The annual meeting was held at the Hamlin Township Hall on Saturday July 31st. The social hour was from 6:00pm to 
7:00pm followed by a delicious catered Dinner. There were about 70 people in attendance. The township hall was very 
comfortable and everyone enjoyed not only good food but also good fellowship.  
 
Jim Pinkerton gave the president’s report. Our lake monitoring programs continue. The overall water quality of the lake is 
good. We noticed this year on the weed survey this Spring that the Eurasian weed milfoil seems to be less abundant 
than last year. The return of the ice cream social was a big success this year. Our thanks to Susan Austin and Alison 
Puffer for all their hard work on the ice cream social. The fireworks display this year was again very successful. 
 
Wayne Andersen reported on the work being done to limit erosion and to improve the fish environment in the Sable 
River. He stated that the storm run off from a single road crossing can dump up to 150 tons of sand and sediment into 
the river and eventually into our lake in a year if it is not stabilized. 
 
The organization is financially sound and our membership is around 350 plus members. We have active programs going 
on as pointed out in the meeting minutes and the Treasurer’s report. Jim pointed out that money needs to be contributed 
to specific funds as we are not able to use general funds to support these special funds such as the fish fund, walleye 
fund, fireworks fund, and memorial fund. The fireworks fund is again in need of funds for next year’s fireworks. 
 
Two board members retired from the HLPS board this year.  Kathy McGill and Wayne Andersen were nominated to take 
their place. The remaining board members agreed to stay on for another term. There were no additional nominations 
from the floor and all were elected by unanimous vote. 
  
Dr Steinman was our featured speaker of the evening. He gave a very informative talk on the various conditions 
that effect the environment of lakes such as erosion, shoreline maintenance, invasive species of plants and 
aquatic life.   

Social Hour before the Meeting a 

time to greet friends and exchange 

ideas 
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T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R  

It’s that time of the year when you can feel the chill in the air and the leaves start their annual change to beautiful fall col-
ors.  It also brings us to the end of a wonderful summer season on Hamlin Lake.  This past summer was one of the best 
boating seasons we have had in the past few years.  The weather was very warm with few storms and it was not very 
windy on the lake.  All of these things made for a wonderful boating season. 
 
Our HLPS has been very busy this past year with the monitoring of our lake, providing our 4th of July celebration fire-
works, including the ice cream social, and working on planting more fish in our lake.  We held our annual dinner on July 
31st and approximately 70 people attended.  We had an excellent speaker, Dr. Alan Steinman, Director of Grand Valley 
State University’s Annis Water Resources Institute, whose topic was ―Upcoming Issues Confronting Inland Lakes.‖ 
 
Next year is the 150th year celebration of Hamlin Township and we are hoping to raise additional dollars for our fire-

works.  There is still time to make a donation for this celebration.  The funds we raise before the end of 2010 

are what will be used for next year’s fireworks. 
 
Welcome to our new board members Kathy McGill and Wayne Andersen.  We are looking forward to working with them.  
I also want to thank the board members for all the time they volunteer and the work they do to make our organization 
successful. 
 
As winter approaches, it is time to start getting our boats and cottages ready for the season ahead.  Some of the resi-
dents will be leaving for warmer climates and other will be staying to enjoy the beauty of winter.  No matter your choice 
for the winter, we look forward to seeing everyone back for the 2011 season here on beautiful Hamlin Lake. 
 
Jim Pinkerton 
President 

The Very Unscientific Zebra Mussel Study 
 

This year we had thirteen participants—a good but perhaps unlucky number.  Most of the participants reported very 
small mussels which made them very difficult to count.  I’m not sure why they were small—must have been a ―late 
hatch‖.  There don’t seem to be any significant trends this year.  Some numbers were higher than the past and some 
lower.  But the champions for growing the most mussels are the Gages.  They seem to always get over 1000.  Data 
is shown below.   
If you would like to join the study next year, send me an email.   lhoepfinger@charter.net 

 

 

Participant Location 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Redmond Hamlin Shoals 0 0 0 0 

Hoepfinger End of Beaune Road 432 15 73 237 

Gage Narrows, north side     1512 1252 

Green Piney Ridge 301 195 153 186 

Disegna Middle Bayou 0 0 0 0 

Stephens East of Rupert Bayou 1200 

675-
750 465 150 

Gaghen Middle Bayou   1 0 0 

Puffer Indian Pete Bayou     27 650 

Crompton Partridge Point 0 180 70 80 

Keen West of Wilson Hill     
200-
300 

600-
800 

Leibole East of Jebavy   105 112 138 

Carl Mautz Just south of narrows     246 250 

Bruce Richardson North Shore Upper Hamlin       760 

mailto:lhoepfinger@charter.net
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Quagga Mussel Watch 
 
Those of you who attended the 2010 HLPS annual meeting know that there is a huge biomass of quagga 
mussels in the Great Lakes.  Levels as high as 10,000-15,000 mussels per square meter have been found on 
the bottom of Lake Michigan.  Lake biologists believe that the quagga mussels are having a very large impact 
on the lake’s ecology by consuming large amounts of phytoplankton—the critters at the bottom of the food 
chain.  Between 2001 and 2008, there was a 75% decrease in phytoplankton levels in Lake Michigan.   
 
Are there quagga mussels in Hamlin Lake?  Probably not, but we don’t know for sure.  Quagga mussels pre-
fer colder, deeper and more oligotrophic lakes and zebra mussels are found in warmer and shallower lakes.  
But quagga mussels have been found in inland lakes in several states, so we should watch for them.   
 
Quagga mussels are slightly larger than zebra mussels and have a slightly different shape.  Zebra mussels 
are triangular in shape and sit flat on their ventral side.  Quagga mussels are rounder in shape and topple 
over when place on the ventral side.  Quaggas are paler in color near the hinge and have concentric rings on 
the shell.  Below is a picture of the two mussels with the zebra mussel on the left.  Let me know if you think 
you have found quagga mussels in Hamlin Lake.  lhoepfinger@charter.net    
 

                                   Zebra Mussel                                    Quagga mussel 

West Shore Community College 
Hamlin Lake Water Quality Study 

 

West Shore Community College has been studying the water quality of Hamlin Lake for over twelve years.  This past 
year they added some more testing equipment and purchased their own boat.  So the HLPS Water Quality Committee 
no longer needs to provide water taxi service.  A new instrument added chlorophyll and conductivity to their testing capa-
bility.    Other tests they perform are for ammonia, nitrate, phosphate, pH, clarity, temperature and dissolved oxygen.   
 
They sampled and tested water from two locations starting in May and ending in September. .  The upper lake sampling 
site is near the north shore opposite Indian Pete Bayou in about 24 feet of water.  The lower lake sampling site is out 
from South Bayou in about 12 feet of water.  The results from this past summer were typical with no cause for concern.  
It is interesting to note that the average ammonia and nitrate levels were higher in the lower lake than in the upper lake 
and the chlorophyll average was higher in the upper lake.  Average data for key parameters is shown below.   
 
   Ammonia ppm                Nitrate ppm                 Phosphate ppm        Chlorophyll ug/l 

 

  Upper   Lower   Upper   Lower   Upper   Lower   Upper   Lower 

   0.14    0.49    0.13    0.21    0.06     0.05     4.0     1.2 

mailto:lhoepfinger@charter.net
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CHECKING ACCOUNT:

Prev. Bal. Deposits Disburs. Balance

67,860.70 4,917.64 3,216.03 69,562.31

Membership Dues 33,736.43 820.00 1,245.00 33,311.43

Riparian Magazine 391.00 24.00 0.00 415.00

CONTRIBUTIONS:

General Fund 10,205.77 1,115.00 1,451.22 9,869.55

Fish Fund 6,378.09 210.00 0.00 6,588.09

Water Quality 5,604.94 155.00 519.81 5,240.13

Fireworks 5,130.18 2,338.64 0.00 7,468.82

Walleye Stocking 190.81 50.00 0.00 240.81

Land Reserve Project 2,623.52 0.00 0.00 2,623.52

(Land Purchase) 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00

Memorials 2,449.96 205.00 0.00 2,654.96

Sailing 150.00 0.00 0.00 150.00

(includes #2 CD @ $5000, #3 CD @ $15,000 and #4 CD @ $10,000)

FIFTH THIRD Bank Certificates of Deposit:

#1 CD valued @  $8162.07 +  $17.36 int.=$88179.43

(int.6/22/10 - @ 1.5%)

#2 CD  $1300.47 int. + $ 18.54 = $1,319.01)

(int. 6/25/10 - 8/24/10 @ 1.35% int.)

#3 CD   $2805.54 + int. $13.40 = $2,903.84

(int.4/1/10 - 9/14/10 @ 2.1% int.)

#4CD $78.86 int. + $44.89 +  =123.75

(int. 1/1/10 - 6/31/10 @ 1.3514

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE  12/31/08LANCE 69,562.31

FIFTH THIRD BANK #1 CD + int. and #2 CD int. + #3 CD int.) 12,526.03

Total $82,088.34

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Treasurer’s Quarterly Report 

July 1, 2010 to September 30, 2010 
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Bacteriological Testing--Swimming Safety 
Summer 2010 E.coli Testing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2009, the state of Michigan closed 125 
public beaches for 1596 days due to bacte-
rial contamination.  To provide assurance 
that our lake is safe for swimming, HLPS 
has tested Hamlin Lake for the past seven 
years using the same E.coli test that the 
state uses. Results are all in the acceptable 
range as shown in the table below.  
 
Pathogens like E.coli produce substances 
which can cause severe gastroenteritis.  
The severity of the illness depends upon 
the level of exposure.  The state has set the 
limit for recreational waters at 300 E.coli per 
100 ml.  The water borne pathogens usually 
come from feces of warm blooded animals.  
Common sources are failing septic sys-
tems, excessive waterfowl and animal 
waste runoff.  
 

 

  8/5/08 7/28/09 7/21/10 

Collection Site 
E.coli/10

0 ml 
E.coli/10

0 ml 
E.coli/10

0 ml 

Narrows 2 1 <1 

Dunes North 16 11 <1 

Dunes Middle 1 41 <1 

Dunes South 9 9 <1 

Entrance to State Park 0 0 <1 

Piney Ridge North 1 0 4 

Piney Ridge South 0 0 <1 

Tamarac 10 7 37 

South Bayou 9 16 49 

Middle Bayou 10 4 5 

Shoreline North of Middle Bayou 1 3 4 

North Bayou 4 2 2 

Partridge Point Swimming Area 2 8 5 

Lower Lake--East of Deep Basin 2 5 <1 

Sunset Bay 1 0 <1 

Outlet to Indian Pete 4 0 2 

Outlet to east arm of Indian Pete 5 0 <1 

Barnhardt's Marina 9 1 3 

Wilson Hill Park 3 1 <1 

Layman's landing 1 2 2 

Victory Park 4 1 3 

Upper Reaches, Near swans 19 11 10 

Upper Lake, North Shore, East 6 3 10 

Upper Lake, North Shore, Middle 1 3 <1 

Rupert Bayou 1 0 <1 
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In 1978, our Mom and Dad bought the vacation home of their dreams in Tamarac Village. It sat on a beautiful lot on the 
edge of Hamlin Lake with a view of the dunes 7 miles down the lake. Our parents, Robert (Bob) and Zelma Archey, lived 
here until their deaths. Our 88 year old Mom passed away in 2003 and our 96 year old Dad followed in February of 2010. 
 
They owned a sporting goods store in Mt Pleasant, Archey's Sporting Goods, for many years. Along with all the athletic 
equipment they sold in the store, they also provided lots of schools and communities throughout Michigan with equip-
ment from scoreboards to bleachers, from team uniforms to cheerleading uniforms, and from caps to shoes. One of the 
things they really loved to do was fill their little truck, at various times of the year, be it spring, summer, winter or fall and 
schedule trips to the smaller schools in northern and western Michigan to make available equipment to those that could-
n’t travel to the bigger cities to get their goods. (Remember, this was way before the big box sporting good stores ap-
peared.) Dad would pull into the school parking lot and the kids would come out to the truck and buy their shoes, bats, 
balls, caps and socks, and of course, their well earned varsity jackets. They provided quite a service for many coaches 
and kids, and this provided many good memories and stories for my parents. 
 
During their travels they discovered that they loved this area of Michigan. They were so pleased to find their place in 
Tamarac Village. Until they retired, they only spent weekends and vacations here. After they retired, they eventually sold 
their home in Mt Pleasant and moved here year round. They truly loved living here and especially enjoyed it when all 
their family and friends could come and enjoy it with them. Many wonderful boat rides were made to the dunes in Dad's 
pontoon boat. Many card games, lots of laughter, and good meals were enjoyed by everyone while gazing out over 
beautiful Hamlin Lake from their ―view room‖. They eventually replaced their smaller home with a larger one to accom-
modate their ever growing family of 10 grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren. 
 
When Mom died in 2003 we got permission to place a memorial bench in Skinny Park in her memory . My Dad re-
quested to have a bench placed beside Mom's when he passed.away. We are in the process of having a bench made 
for my Dad and are hopeful that we can get it in before the snow flies. Our goal is to have it installed by his birthday on 
October 30th. 
Nothing would have pleased our parents more than to have folks come and sit a spell on their benches and enjoy the 
ever changing views of Hamlin Lake that they loved and enjoyed for so many years. 
 
Patti Archey Johnston and Robert A Archey Jr 
 
 PS: This editor is always amazed at how much use this little park gets. The memorial benches are a welcome addition 
to the park and the present one is frequently is use. 

Skinny Park Memorials 

 

Robert Archey 
From W. Glen & Helen Hamel, Mary Lou & Jack Westbrook, 

Gary & Barbara Russell, Richard & Sandra Wood 

Leon Avedisian  
From Walt & Marion Parnacott 

Chuck Dennis 
From George & Susan Portfleet 

Frank & Marie Drusch 
From Marti Mesmer 

Bob Ferguson 
From Caryl Ferguson 

 

 

Erna Gray 
From Marti Mesmer 

Carol B. Hittle 
From Max Hittle 

Rose Kalina 
From W. D. & Rebecca Compton, Stan & Laurie Willson 

Walter Schwochow 
From Marti Mesmer 

Delavan Sipes 
From Jean Christensen 

 

 

Memorials for 2010 
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VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 
By Norval Stephens 

September, 2010 

 

 
Such a summer! High winds.  When it rained it demonstrated 
that it had not forgotten how.  Only one really hot spell.  
Weeds not too bad. But, a summer the sailors will remember 
as not too good.  Too much wind July 3rd, lousy day August 
28 and too much wind on Labor Day weekend.  
 Have to admit that there were some days right out of the 
catalog for leisurely sails on either lake. 
This year, Jeff Rupp, he of the Nacra catamaran speedster 
and our mathematician, proposed a Hamlin Lake standard 
based on performance in past seasons instead of the regular 
Portsmouth Ratings.  The national Portsmouth Ratings are 
what an average crew would sail that day in the winds of that 
day.  It is a handicapping system that enables sailors from any part of the country to sail against other boats not of their 
class and be fairly scored. 
After the first race of the year, I concluded that our system was terrific: I got a second and first in the two races.  But, the 
season is more than one day and our winning sailor is Jim Clark, with a score of 31 in 10 of the 12 races this season.  
(Winning is one point, second two and so on.  If you do not sail or are disqualified, you get one more point than the 
number of boats in the race.)  Here are the results for the year: 
Sailor   Boat  Points  Sailor   Boat  Points 
Jim Clark  Interlake 31  Walt Eversman  Lightning 56 
Peter Crompton  Y-Flyer  42  Bob Crompton  Windrider 68 
R&D Schermer  E Scow  52  Keith Crompton  Sea Pearl 70 
J&E Rupp  Nacra  52  Sagan   Interlake 71 
Mike Eversman  X-Boat  55  John Bufkin  Hobie 16 73 
Norval Stephens Laser  56 

 

So, we count 2010 as just another year, but one where we lost the opening and closing days, 4th of July and Labor Day.  

As in every sport, there is always another year.  Then, there was that last look over my shoulder at my beautiful Laser, 

suspended from the rafters in our boat house, ready for another year.  At least, that’s what I remember as my last view 

from the cockpit. 
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WHERE DID YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES GO? 
YEAR OF 2009 

 

Insurance – organization liability      $1,473.00 
Currents  
 Printing        $1,321.10 
 Postage        $   168.21 
Michigan Lake & Stream Association dues    $   400.00 
Portable restroom at Duneview       $   280.00 
Membership printing & postage      $   226.89 
Bulk mailing permit        $   185.00 
Officers’ supplies        $   115.10 
Miscellaneous postal fees       $    85.48 
Post Office Box rental fee       $    70.00 
Michigan Incorporation annual fee     $    20.00 
 
 Contributed - $8,460.00    Spent - $4,344.78 
     (423 memberships)  
 
 Your membership dues of $20 does not cover water quality testing, fireworks and fish stock-
ing which are funded by your contributions to those specific funds.  Contributions to the general 
fund were used to fund a $1,000 scholarship at West Shore Community College for a student 
studying lake management, a $500 contribution to the Manistee Conservation District Hazardous 
Waste Program and a $1,000 donation to the Big Sauble Watershed Restoration Committee.  The 
general fund is also our security blanket for unusual expenses which might occur.  Accumulated 
memorial donations of $6,994 from several years were used to drill a new well at Wilson Hill Park 
to replace the old contaminated one. 
 

Linda Leibole, treasurer  

ARE THERE ANY FISH IN HAMLIN LAKE ???? 

 

Here’s a summary  of the fish study done by Richard P. O’Neal Fisheries Biologist Muskegon State Game Area  
 

 
   Initial observations are that the walleye and panfish (bluegill, sunfish, crappie) populations looked good with good num-
bers of fish collected and a wide range of sizes collected. 
 
  Suitable numbers of legal fish were present to provide a good fishery.  
 
  They collected one 19 inch musky.  This is enough to continue stocking this species although this survey did not pro-
vide a good indication of survival of this species in Hamlin Lake.  Future musky surveys will likely be needed. 
   
  There were good numbers of bowfin fish and some very large freshwater drum fish collected. 
 

   Now all you need to do is find them.  Happy Fishing!! 
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Big Sable River 
Restoration Committee  

Report 

 

   Victory Township has completed the following work at Victory Park this summer. The boat launch dock was replaced 
with a new dock that is larger in size. The new dock is 40' long with a 16' wing to the east with the entire structure being 
4' in width. 
  An information board has been installed near the dock. 
 
   There have been 3 benches installed on concrete slabs along the lake shore. The bench's are constructed of recycled 
plastic 
 
   There have been 3 charcoal grills installed near the pavilion. 
 
    A bike rack has been installed.  
   An abandoned well has been removed. 
 
   The township has contracted Nordlund Associates to complete a Wetlands Determination Survey and develop a topog-
raphical map of elevations and  dimensions of the lower area of the park. 
 
   Wayne Andersen 

Victory Park Improvement Update! 

        

 

 

 

This past August the BSWRC held its annual Youth Fly Fishing School at Schmidt Outfitters in Wellston. We hosted 24 youth for an 

introduction to fly fishing. This is a free day for youth ages 10-16 to learn the basics of fly fishing. A big thank you to Ray Schmidt 

and his staff for providing their time and facility free of charge. 

       The Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee also completed a very successful fund raising effort this summer. Two raffles 

were conducted. A Custom Bamboo Fly Rod built and donated by Jim Kastelin in a custom walnut box built by Frank Koehle was 

the feature prize in one raffle. A Custom 12' Solo Poplar Strip Wooden Canoe built by Mike Sobanski was the feature prize in the 

other raffle. Gross sales for the raffles was nearly $8,400. This money will be used to support projects on the Big Sable River. I 

would like to thank all who donated items to the raffle and those who purchased raffle tickets. The funds raised are critical to the 

continuation of our projects on the river. 

        Potential projects for 2011 are being evaluated and prioritized at this time. We are looking at 2-3 stream banks that are moderate 

contributers of sedimentation into the river. 

       On September 24th we had a representative attend a meeting in Traverse City about the value and feasibility of sand traps on 

West Michigan Rivers. We are considering the installation of a sand trap above Stephens Rd. This project is being evaluated. 

       Another potential project is to survey all the road crossings on the tributaries of the Big Sable. Many of the culverts on road 

crossings have been replaced due to the June 2008 high water event. Tributaries are very important to the health of the main stream. 

We feel we need to monitor the conditions of all road crossings.   

     The Big Sable River  is a healthy river thanks to the many people who care about the river. 

      To all a very enjoyable fall. 

 

   Wayne Andersen,  

Chairman Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee 
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