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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society— Spring 2018 

 

WHAT’S OAK WILT?? 

   

 Oak wilt is the latest serious disease threatening our West Michigan forests.  This fungus can quick-
ly kill mature oak trees, especially those in the Red Oak group common in Mason County (e.g., 
northern Red Oak, Black Oak, Pin Oak—those with pointed leaf tips). 
 The most visible symptom of oak wilt is the rapid loss of leaves in the summer growing sea-
son.  The fallen leaves may be brown, bronzed, or even still partially green.  Wilting usually begins at 

the top of the tree.  Within a year after this initial onset the tree 
will develop bark cracks and black, oval-shaped spore mats 
and pressure pads under the bark.  Oak wilt is almost always 
fatal for the infected tree.   
 It can also spread to nearby trees both overland and un-
derground.  The spore mat as well as exposed wounds from 
injury or cuts attract sap-feeding insects, especially small picnic 
beetles (nitudulid).  When insects feed on the sap the fungal 
spores attach to the beetles and are carried to wounds on 
healthy trees.  And because red oaks share root systems 
through natural grafts, the fungus can move through these 
shared roots from tree to tree until all the connected oaks are 
dead.  Cutting infected, dying, or dead oaks will not stop this 
movement and, in fact, cutting infected trees may hasten the 
spread. 

 The single most important way to minimize the chance of oak wilt’s spread is to avoid 
wounding oaks from April through July.  This includes clearing, limbing, and pruning.  If a tree is 
wounded apply a sealer or latex-based paint as soon as possible. 
 To effectively stop oak wilt from spreading, both overland and underground routes must be 
addressed.  This can lead to some intensive and expensive interventions.  The assistance of a pro-
fessional forester is strongly endorsed in terms of diagnosis and developing a treatment plan which 
may include marking the epicenter and treatment area, vibratory trenching at least five feet deep, 
stump removal, chemical root disruption, and/or individual tree injection.  Good resources include 
local conservation districts, MSU Extension offices, and Michigan DNR offices. 
  Consider http://forestry.msu.edu/extension/extdocs/consulfor/consult.htm for contacts and MSU Ex-
tension Bulletin E-3169 (April 2012) for more information. 
 

http://forestry.msu.edu/extension/extdocs/consulfor/consult.htm
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Hamlin Lake Currents  
is published three times-a-year  

by the  
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  

P.O. Box 178  
Ludington, MI  49431 

 

Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 

history, and activities pertaining to 
Hamlin Lake. 

 
 
 
 

Your contributions to this 
newsletter are welcome! 

 

Please address letters to: 

Wayne Disegna 

 6647 W. Jackson Road 

Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 

wdisegna@frontier.com 
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              Continued on page 10 

The President’s Letter 

    As I write this letter it seems more like late winter that early spring. Such is the weather of West 
Michigan, forever unpredictable. 
  2018 will be another busy year for HLPS. Continuing the water quality sampling for Hamlin Lake 
and the Big Sable River is an ongoing effort that helps monitor the health of Hamlin Lake. 
  I am especially happy to see progress on a Natural Shoreline Demonstration Project at the Luding-
ton State Park. The value of natural shorelines on inland lakes has been proven to contribute signifi-
cantly to the quality of a lake’s ecosystem.  This project will be located on the Island Trail that follows 
the shoreline of Lower Hamlin Lake in the Ludington State Park. Thousands of people hike this very 
popular trail each year. We are very pleased that the Ludington State Park has allowed HLPS to lo-
cate this natural shoreline project at such a prominent location that will be viewed by so many peo-
ple.  The Ludington State Park has been very cooperative in providing sand and dead wood for this 
project. Shawn Kanouse of Kanouse Outdoor Restoration is the contractor for this project. Shawn 
and his crew have completed the major projects on the Big Sable River and other rivers in Michigan. 
Field work for this project is starting the week of April 16th. We look forward to sharing photos and 
information on this important project in upcoming communications and the HLPS Website. 
  Another major project for HLPS in progress is the updating of the Hamlin Lake Watershed Manage-
ment Plan. The development of the updated plan is progressing. There will be significant progress in 
2018. There is even the possibility of completing the plan. It is very important to have a current wa-
tershed management plan in place to address issues important to the quality of Hamlin Lake. It has 
become imperative to have a current approved watershed management plan to compete for govern-
ment or foundation grants when major projects become desirable. 
  Other considerations for 2018 are the placement of signs identifying the Hamlin Lake/ Big Sable 
Watershed on roads entering the watershed. By looking at the HLPS Minutes in this newsletter you 
will see other items under consideration or in progress. 
  During 2017 there were concerns of excessive aquatic weeds in areas of the lake. This seems to 
be a topic of discussion each year particularly in the upper lake. The dam on Hamlin Lake increased 
the size of the lake and covered bog areas surrounding the original lake that provide ideal growing 
conditions for aquatic vegetation. Upper Hamlin Lake is a eutrophic lake that is aging. I expect there 
will be concerns about aquatic vegetation in 2018 and into the future. 
  Fish populations in Hamlin Lake certainly seem to be lower than the long term average. This winter 
fishing activity on the lake was very low with fishermen reporting poor success. Fish populations fluc-
tuate due to recreational fishing pressure and spawning success of the resident fish. In recent years 
Hamlin Lake has seen supplemental planting of muskies and walleye. If you have observations or 
input on the fishery of Hamlin Lake I would appreciate your input. 
  I would like to express my appreciation for your continued support of HLPS and the input received 
throughout the year by people with a genuine concern 
for Hamlin Lake and its Watershed. 
 
Wayne Andersen, President 
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Email; andersenwayne@gmail.com 
Cell Phone; 231-843-4618 
 

mailto:andersenwayne@gmail.com
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Big Sable River 2018 Spring Update 

   

The Big Sable is currently flowing high and cold as it should be with the winter conditions that we are 
experiencing. Despite winter seeming exceptionally long there have not been any extreme high wa-
ter events that have caused excessive erosion. It will be obviously a late spring this year. 
  2018 will be another enjoyable year on the Big Sable with some potential projects. We are currently 
seeking landowner input and permission for a habitat improvement project from Hamilton Road to 
Tyndall Road on the upper area of the Big Sable River. This area of the river is in need of some 
small wood structures to provide overhead cover for fish and provide resting areas for waterfowl and 
other inhabitants of the river. 
  The scatter planting of brown trout fry will be later than normal this year. We are expecting the 
8,000 Gilchrist Strain of brown trout to be delivered to the river by MDNR Fisheries in Mid-May. 
  We are also exploring the possibility of starting a multi-year tree planting program in the river corri-
dor. There has been a significant loss of trees along the river with the devastation of the ash trees by 
the emerald ash borer. The ash trees were a major component of the forest community along the 
river. Ash may not regenerate to provide the tree cover and shade that is beneficial for the river. We 
will be seeking input about the feasibility and possible funding sources to begin a tree planting pro-
gram in the Big Sable River Corridor. 
  We will conduct a macro invertebrate survey at 2 locations on the river. Last year after two years of 
surveys we didn’t conduct the macro invertebrate survey. Past surveys have had consistent results 
indicating good to near excellent water quality. 
  There is also a proposal with some interest to install signage indicating entering of the Big Sable 
Watershed on main roads entering the watershed. 
  Of note in 2017 was the completion of the new Stephens Road Bridge. This structure has a much 
longer span allowing the river to function normally without the constriction of flow that the old bridge 
caused. We have also completed the habitat project 
from US-31 to LaSalle Road. 
  The Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee is 
wishing everyone a very safe and pleasant summer 
season. 
Wayne Andersen, Chairman 
Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee 
Email; andersenwayne@gmail.com ,  
Cell; 231-843-4618 
 

 

Currents Deadline is May 20th 2018 
 

Annual Dinner Meeting June 22nd , 2018 

mailto:andersenwayne@gmail.com
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Annual Dinner Meeting  
Friday, June 22nd 

 
The Next HLPS Board Meeting will be May 15th, 2018 

The meeting will begin @ 6:30 pm 
Meetings are held at the Hamlin Township Hall  

These meetings are open to anyone 

   
Hopefully you will be able to attend this year’s Annual Meeting to be held the evening of Fri-
day, June 22nd. 
 
  The format for this year’s Annual Meeting will be very similar to that of recent years. The meeting 
will be held at the Hamlin Township Hall.  
 
  The meal will be catered by Pere Marquette Catering. Pere Marquette Catering has provided an 
outstanding meal the past two years. The menu will be nearly the 
same as the past two years. We would hesitate to try to improve up-
on the excellent meal that has proven to be so very popular with 
those attending past meetings catered by Pere Marquette Catering.  
 
  The speaker will be Joshua Beaulaurier, Aquatic Biologist, of the 
LRBOI. Joshua will give a presentation on the wild rice bed of Upper 
Hamlin Lake. The LRBOI have studied and documented the chang-
es in the rice bed of Upper Hamlin Lake for many years. This should 
be a very interesting and informative presentation of a subject that is 
such an important component of the ecology of Hamlin Lake. 
 
  The cost to attend the 2018 Annual Meeting will be $20 per person. 
 
  All HLPS Members will receive an invitation to attend the Annual Meeting. Details are being final-
ized and will be provided in the invitation being mailed in 
May. 
  Please enter the date on your calendar and plan to 
attend this enjoyable, informative occasion. 
Wayne Andersen, HLPS President 
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HLPS has contracted a local GIS expert to update the 30+ map for the watershed plan 

In addition to the maps the expert will create a data base that will facilitate annual updates 
HLPS members will be “hitting the road and waves” to identify latitude and longitude to 

support the accuracy of the maps. 
 

Additional information to be included in the plan 
CLMP Data 

Chlorophyll 
Phosphorus 
Secchi 
Temperature 

Temp / O2 study from 2013-15 
Flow measurements of Tributaries going into Hamlin Lake 
Two-year college study on Ammonia Nitrogen, Nitrate, Phosphate, pH 
Big Sable River Macro invertebrate and fish population surveys 
MDEQ survey of Dennis Creek and Big Sable River 
 

2018 COMMUNITY DATA GATHERING 
Shoreland Steward Program 
Spring / Summer survey partnered with the Hamlin Township Planning  
Hamlin Lake Membership Community Survey / whose objective will be to get input from community 

members living on and using the lake 
 

 

 

WATERSHED PLAN SUPPORTING DATA SUMMARY  
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Fireworks 
 

Saturday, July 7.  Show Time! 

 
This year’s fireworks display will be Saturday, July 7.  For the 20th consecutive year we will be host-
ed by John Quiring at Camp Douglas Smith on the north shore of Upper Hamlin Lake.  Expect an-
other spectacular show through Zambelli Fireworks Internationale and our local pyrotechnicians led 
by Matt Bryant.  Show time will be approximately 10:20 (dependent on cloud cover). 
  
Best land-based viewing areas remain Hamlin Township’s Wilson Hill Park and Victory Township 
Park.  Boaters are reminded to stay at least 800 feet back from the display and exercise caution in 
returning in the dark.  Thanks to the Sheriff’s Marine Division and Hamlin Township Fire Department 
for monitoring safe boating procedures.  Thanks also to Grant Township First Responders for site 
security, fire protection, and first aid. 
 

 Special thanks to HLPS members and friends who contribute to the cost of this yearly event.  
This year we have collected over $12,000 for the show.  For those planning way ahead: the 2019 
show will be on Saturday, July 6, 2019—the Saturday closest to the 4th of July. 

 
 

Have you seen the fishing 
cabin at White Pine Village? 

If  you haven’t 
Place a visit on your To Do 

List to see this 
Wonderful  display 

 

The Cabin @ White Pine Village 
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HLPS APRIL 17th, 2018 
 

 BOARD MEETING SUMMARY 

 The engineered shoreline program is scheduled to begin, Monday April 23.  Shawn Kanouse 
and his construction team will be employing the latest in coir technology and photographer 
Jim Clark will document the process and post it on the website as well as the Ludington State 
Park website. 

As a refresher the “coir” technology is comprised of coconut fiber 
The fiber protects the shoreline from erosion while supporting the growth of natural shoreline 

vegetation / Natural shoreline vegetation is the permanent; environmentally sound long term 
objective 

Kanouse Outdoor Restoration is using the coir log technology for the High Bank restoration and 
the coir matt for the low shore line restoration/ both products will foster the natural vegetation 
and protect the shoreline from further erosion while the vegetation roots and flourishes 

 
The new and refurbished information boards with lake maps and other pertinent information are at the Ham-
lin Lake boat launch sites. 
HLPS is considering, once again supporting the Community hazardous waste day. 
The annual meeting will be held at the township hall, June 22, 2018.  Price per ticket will be $20. 
J Clark and P Haverberg will get quotes to update the Hamlin Lake depth map. 
The “aeration demonstration project” that was tabled at last year’s meeting will be revisited at the May board 
meeting. 
An August meeting has been added to the calendar to improve communication and continuity during the 
busy summer season. 
The next meeting will be May 15th @ 7:00 pm @the Hamlin Township 
Hall. 
These are open meetings ,everyone is invited 
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Treasurer’s  Report 

April 17th, 2018 

 

 Jan-18 

Balance  Deposits  Disburs.   

 79,444.18 22,999.00 (6,694.67)  95,748.51 

      

 Membership Dues*  0.00 6120.00 0.00  6120.00 

      

 Riparian Mag. Subscrip.  0.00  540.00 0.00  540.00  

      

 CONTRIBUTIONS:       

 General Fund  20,411.59 1718.00 (290.67)  21838.92 

Hamlin Lake Association 7,215.71    7,215.71 

      

 Fish Fund (Walleye) 315.00 2185.00    2,500.00 

      

 Water Quality  10,200.42 3120.00 (404.00)  12,916.42 

      

 Fireworks  11,902.94 8,661.00 (6,000.00)  14,536.94 

      

      

 Land Reserve Project  2,623.52  0.00 0.00   2,623.52  

 (Land Purchase)  1,000.00  0.00 0.00   1,000.00  

      

Memorials 0.00 630.00   630.00 

Judy Thorp Memorial Fund 830.00  (500.00)  830.00 

Historic Cottage 45.00 0.00     45.00 

      

Natural Shoreline Project 24,900.00  0.00 0.00  24900.00 

Community Foundation     (10,000.00) 

     85,748.51 

  Maturity  Issue Interest June 2013 

  Date Value   

#90107 (interest=.55%) 8/24/18 8,246.26 200.58 8,446.84 

#92039 (interest=.3%) 5/23/18 10,143.91 157.47 10,301.38 

#92040 (interest= .3%) 5/23/18 18,145.71 281.68 18,427.39 

     37,175.61 

   PO ACCT.   Balance 399.29 

     Spring Currents   

    Summer  “   

    Funds added   

   Total Assets  123,323.41 
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The first Hamlin Lake resorts and hotels 
were built in the late 1890’s.   At that time, 
many of the residents around the lake were 
farmers growing vegetables on land that 
now has cottages.  It is interesting today to 
discover how many of the names of those 
farmers who were here around Hamlin Lake 
over 100 years ago are still familiar to us.  
Names like Barnhart, who had a very large 
farm on the land west of the Barnhart res-
taurant and Bugg who had a farm just a little 
East of Barnhart’s are familiar names today.  
Also among those early Hamlin Lake farm-
ers were two Indian men, well respected by 
their community, who each owned 40 acres of land, Peter Espiew and Henry Shagway.   
 
Peter Espiew was an Ottawa Indian born in 1830.   His Indian name was May-Yaw-O-Bay.   Not 
much is known of his early life but at the age of 51 he purchased 40 acres of land for $100 in the ar-
ea now called in his memory, Indian Pete Bayou.  He was a skilled carpenter and built the log cabin 
that his family lived in on property currently owned by the Brillhart family.  He was also a skilled trap-
per and involved in the logging of white pine in the area.  He had three teams of horses to help with 
his logging operations.  He died in 1925 at 95 years of age.    
 
Peter’s nephew, Henry Shagway, was born in the area of Indian Pete Bayou in 1872 to Robert and 
Elizabeth Shagway.  He was one of six children, four of whom lived.  His family provided bread, but-
ter, milk, and eggs to the resorters in the Hamlin Lake area.  They also made baskets that were sold 
to the summer residents.  Henry’s mother was a sister to Peter Espiew.   
Henry Shagway purchased the forty acres on the SE corner of Sherman and Shagway Roads in No-
vember of 1898 for $100.  Henry, with the help of his father Robert and uncle, Peter Espiew, built a 
log cabin on the property where he operated a dairy farm and grew vegetables.  Henry Shagway 
lived in the log cabin on Shagway Road until he died in 1953.  He never married. 
 

Residents of Griswolda, a resort community on Indian Pete Bay-
ou, tell stories of how these two Indian men, Henry and Pete, 
walked across the bayou on the stumps of the trees that had 
been cut down to deliver milk and eggs to the summer residents.  
Henry also had a row boat that he kept in Indian Pete Bayou and 
he would row around the area delivering fresh vegetables, milk 
and eggs to the people in the cottages.   
 
 
 

 

Hamlin Lake History 

Henry Shagway and Peter Espiew 
By Judy Thorp 

Continued on page 11 
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Henry collected reeds from the marshes in the area and took them to his mother who made baskets 
to sell to the summer residents.  Henry’s mother would walk from cottage to cottage selling baskets 
and she also sold berries.  Even though she spoke fluent English, she would communicate with the 
summer residents using only the word “Ugh” much to the embarrassment of her son Henry! 
Henry built a large barn and kept horses and cows.  He cultivated about half the forty acres, pas-
tured some, and allowed five acres or more to remain in rather primitive woods.  He enclosed fields 
with wire fences.  According to family stories, the first barn Henry built burned to the ground when a 
rat he was trying to destroy by burning, ran under the barn and set it on fire.  The present barn is 
more than 80 years old.   
Henry Shagway died in 1953 and was buried in North Victory Cemetery.  His neighbors placed a 
marker on his grave in honor of his memory.   
Back in about 1980, my husband and I were given a tour of Indian Pete’s cabin, which was in bad 
shape at that time.  I understand that the cabin has now fallen down.  The Shagway cabin and barn 
are still on Shagway road, though the cabin has been moved to the west side of the property.  The 
Miller family, who own the property, have restored the barn and have opened it to the public as the 
“Shagway Arts Barn”.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Dates to remember!!! 

 
Currents Deadline is May 20th 2018 

 
Annual Dinner Meeting June 22nd , 2018 

 
Annual Fireworks Display July 7th, 2018 

Continued from page 10 
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