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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society—      Spring 2014 

 
During the summer of 2013 the foundation for the Alfred F. Boulee Cottage was laid at Historic 
White Pine Village. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the fall, the cottage was disassembled and moved to the Village where it will be rebuilt in the 
spring and summer of 2014.  Volunteers will always be welcome. 

 
On October 21, 2013 Alfred 
Boulee unexpectedly 
passed away.  He was born 
in Manistee in 1925 and 
graduated from Manistee 
High School in 1944 and 
joined the U.S. Army Air 
Corps. Alfred was a waist 
gunner on a B-17 which flew out of England near the end of 

World War II. He graduated from Central Michigan University in 1951 and taught business subjects, 
earth science, and physical education at Owosso High School. He also coached basketball and 
football, and refereed for those sports. He retired in 1986 and moved to the family property on Indi-
an Pete Bayou. Alfred was known around Hamlin Lake for his love of his 59 Century Resorter Boat. 
In 1953 he and Donna Smith were married in Owosso.  His family and friends have made a signifi-
cant contribution to this project in his memory.  Thank you! 

Update Cottage Preservation Project!! 

Preparing the 
foundation for 
the cottage at 
White Pine Vil-
lage 

The concrete 
floor is being 
laid 

Below ; The 
work of recon-
structing has 
begun 
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OFFICERS 

President, Bruce Pelletier  

rb_pelletier@charter.net 

Vice President, Ruth Crompton 

rkcromp@msn.com 

Recording Secretary, Wayne Disegna 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

Treasurer, Kathy McGill 

kmcgill@lenzinsurance.com 

  

 

All opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the authors         

and are not necessarily                    
the opinions of the 

 Hamlin Lake Preservation Society. 

HLPS is a tax exempt organization under Sec. 501(c) 3 of the IRS code.   
All dues and contributions are  tax deductible. 

 

 

Hamlin Lake Currents  
is published three times-a-year  

by the  
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  

P.O. Box 178  
Ludington, MI  49431 

 

Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 

history, and activities pertaining to 
Hamlin Lake. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your contributions to this 
newsletter are welcome! 

 

Please address letters to: 

Wayne Disegna 

 6647 W. Jackson Road 

Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board 

Hamlin Lake 
Currents Masthead 

Designed by  
Jeff Austin 

Hamlin Township 

Transfer Facility on Dewey 
Road 

 

WINTER SCHEDULE 
October 1—April 30 

Wednesday and Saturday 

9 A.M.—5 P.M. 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

May 1—September 30  

Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday,    

  10 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

Your comments are welcome!  

 E-mail Bruce Pelletier, President, 

rb_pelletier@charter.net  

or write to the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society,  

P.O. Box  178 

Ludington MI  49431 

COMMITTEES 
 

Government Relations—Norval   

                                     Stephens 

Mailings—Kathy McGill 

Membership– Gin Hluchan, Jim 

Clark 

Newsletter—Wayne Disegna  

 Karen Disegna 

Special Events— Ruth Crompton 

Fish—Wayne Andersen, Dick Todd 

Water Quality—Lynn Hoepfinger, 

 Wayne Disegna 

Memorials—- Kathy McGill 

 

DIRECTORS 
 

Jim Clark 

Lynn Hoepfinger 

Alison Puffer 

Wayne Andersen 

Mark Otto 

Dick Todd 

Gin Hluchan 

Kent Gage 

 

HLPS has a website thanks to 

Jim Clark . 

  Take a look at 

www.hamlinlakepreservation.org 
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T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R  

 
 
As I sit here looking out my front window over the snow and ice 
covered lake, it just doesn’t seem like summer is ever going to 
get here.  For those of us not lucky enough to head south for the 
winter, it sure seems like we have had to endure this cold snowy 
weather for an awfully long time.  Did we really take the time to 
fully appreciate the beautiful, warm Hamlin Lake weather last 
year?   I hope so, because I think we’re paying the price for it 
now.  I hope to get out on my boat more this season to enjoy all 
that our beautiful lake has to offer.   Unfortunately, with the prom-
ise of warmer summer weather, comes the renewed threat of 
excessive aquatic plant and algae growth.  This will be a busy 
time of year for our HLPS Water Quality Committee as they will 
again reactivate their sampling project to better identify major 
sources of nutrient input to our lake. 
 

Dr. Alan Steinman, Director of the Grand Valley Water Resources Institute, attended a meeting of our board 
of directors last fall to discuss the weed and algae problems we have been experiencing.   He was pleased 
we had implemented an on-going water sampling project to identify streams and tributaries that might be 
bringing phosphorus into the lake, but recommend that our study be expanded to evaluate the possibility of 
“internal phosphorus loading”.   This, he claimed, could be a major contributor to our weed and algae prob-
lems. 
Internal phosphorus loading occurs when cold, bottom waters of a lake (i.e. below the thermocline) become 
totally depleted of their dissolved oxygen content.  This is because deep water is isolated from atmospheric 
oxygen and is also void of plants that produce oxygen by photosynthesis.  If bottom sediments remain well 
oxygenated throughout the summer, they’ll bind up and trap most of the phosphorus in an insoluble form, un-
usable by plants and algae.  But, if the water above these sediments becomes depleted of oxygen, the bot-
tom sediments can release their bound up phosphorus back to the water column in a soluble “ready to use” 
form.   All this soluble phosphorus needs to do is mix back into the water column where it can quickly result 
in excessive weed and algae growth.   In some Michigan lakes, internal phosphorus loading represents the 
major source of plant nutrients entering their system. 
HLPS has now purchased its own dissolved oxygen and temperature meters as well as a discrete water 
sampler.  These instruments will be used by members of the Water Quality Committee and our associated 
volunteers to collect samples from the deepest areas of the lake.   While the entire study may take some time 
to complete, the resulting analytical data should help determine whether Hamlin is subject to internal phos-
phorus loading.   Once we know this and the location of Hamlin’s other major phosphorus inputs, we will be 
able to make informed decisions as to how best to deal with the resulting aquatic weed and algae problem. 
 

Thanks again for being an HLPS member.  Without your help, we would have little hope of making a positive 
impact on the future of our lake.  Stay safe and we will look forward to seeing you back on the water this 
summer. 
 

Your HLPS President, 
Bruce Pelletier 
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CLMP RESULTS 
Lynn Hoepfinger, Water Quality Coordinator 

 
 

CLMP  is an acronym for "Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program."  It is a state-wide program for 
measuring lake water quality trends.  It also provides the Michigan DEQ with a cost effective way to 
build a state-wide data base for inland lake water quality.   Over 150 lakes currently participate.  
CLMP was started by the Michigan Lakes and Streams Association and has been providing data for 
over 40 years.  It is currently administered by MiCorps (Michigan Clean Water Corps) which is a 
network of volunteer organizations.  Laboratory testing is performed by MDEQ.  
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society has participated in CLMP for over twelve years.  Test parameters 
include oxygen/temperature profiles, phosphorus levels, chlorophyll levels, and Secchi clarity read-
ings.  Phosphorus, Secchi and chlorophyll results are used to measure the "age" of a lake and to 
monitor the aging process (eutrophication.)  Lakes are classified as oligotrophic (deep and clear 
with minimal plant growth), mesotrophic (some plant growth with good fish populations) and eu-
trophic (shallow, turbid with lots of plant and algae growth and low oxygen).   As lakes age, they go 
from oligotrophic to mesotrophic to eutrophic.    Hamlin Lake has typically been in the mesotrophic 
range.  Phosphorus and Secchi trends for the last 12 years shown in the accompanying graphs, in-
dicate the lake is aging towards the eutrophic stage.  The chlorphyll graphs are a bit conflicting, 
showing the lower lake is not aging but the upper lake is.   
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Secchi data:  Secchi water clarity is 
always higher in the lower lake where 
the 12 year average is about 12 ft.  
The average for the upper lake is 
about 8.6 ft.  Water clarity has de-
creased significantly in both the upper 
and lower lakes the last 12 years.  The 
recent algae blooms have contributed 
significantly to clarity loss.   Using the 
12 year clarity average, both the upper 
and lower lakes are still classified as 
mesotrophic.  For 2012, the algae 
bloom in the upper lake would put it in 
the eutrophic category.  

      Continued on page 10 
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Hamlin Lake History 
The Piney Ridge Hotel 

By Judy Thorp 
 

In 1894 William G. Hudson built, what he called, the 
Hudson Bay Lodge, on the West side of lower Hamlin 
Lake at a cost of $10,000.  A Civil War veteran and 
former Ludington postmaster, Hudson initially built 
his lodge with 40 sleeping rooms.  In 1897 he added 
several private cottages to the hotel complex creating 
what was called one of the prettiest and most quiet 
resorts on Hamlin Lake. 
In 1901 Carter and Helling of Jackson, Michigan pur-
chased the Hudson Bay Lodge and changed the 
name to Piney Ridge Hotel.  In addition they pur-
chased 438 acres of the Cartier Lumber Company 
land on the West side of the lake.  They divided this 
land into lots and sold them for $1.88 each.  In addi-
tion they enlarged the hotel in 1902 making it a four story building.  There were 50 sleeping rooms on the 
third and fourth floors.  On the first floor was a billiard room, a dark room for camera lovers, a Gentleman ’s 

Lounge and a toilet room.  On the Second floor was a dining room 
with seating for 100 guests with broad windows on three sides, a 
Ladies Lounge, another toilet room and the lobby.    Fifty individual 
cottages were being built on the property to be available for tourists 
to rent.  Carter and Helling had also purchased two Naphtha 
Launches for transporting guests around the lake, one 30 feet long 
and the other 40 feet. 
 
In 1904 the Billiard Room was remodeled into a dancing and party 
room where Friday and Saturday night dances were held.  
 

In 1908 Piney Ridge Hotel was sold to J. B. Smiley of Chicago.  He paid $20,000 for the hotel and 5 acres.  
Smiley advertised widely for someone to manage the re-
sort but was unable to find anyone which caused the resort to 
be closed for the next five years.   On July 20, 1910 a 
brush fire was discovered on the West side of Hamlin 
Lake.  It burned for two days covering two miles of cut over 
land.  The fire threatened the Piney Ridge Hotel, many 
small cottages and a block of Virgin Pine, the last still 
standing in Mason County.  Nothing was done to stop the 
fire and fortunately it burned itself out.  If the wind had 
changed, there is nothing that could have been done to 
save either the hotel or the Virgin Pine. 
 
 In 1912 the property reverted back to Carter and Helling. They were able to keep it open through 1915 when 
it closed again, sitting idle for the next three years.  The tourist industry was down during these years while 
the United States was involved in WWI. 
 
In 1920 the owners attempted to open the Piney Ridge Hotel but found that the hotel had been vandalized 
and many items stolen.  Sheets, dishes, silverware were all gone.  Contractors were hired and repairs and 
remodeling were done over the summer months. 
 
After years of idleness and decay Piney Ridge reopened in 1921.        time there was a road open from Lin-
coln so people could get to the resort.  There were several turn outs on the road making it safer to travel.  
The hotel had been wired for electricity, a garage built with additional parking area, and the Cincinnati Jazz 
Orchestra had been hired.  Vaudeville entertainers from the “big time” cir-

Continued on page 9 
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  Welcome to the winter than is a real winter. This winter started with a very early ice up of the area lakes 
and rivers. The past several years I have canoed a section of the river each month during the winter. This 
winter I have not been able to continue that practice.  
  When I reviewed the report I had composed in October of 2013 it was a reality check of how quickly condi-
tions can change and weather conditions can dictate changes in our work plan on the river. 
  Due to high water levels starting in October and the early arrival of winter weather arriving in November the 
field work on our projects were unable to proceed as we had planned. We are now awaiting favorable 
weather and stream conditions to start field work of our primary projects. 
   Site #28 on USFS Property below Schoenherr Rd is fully funded and will be completed when water levels 
and weather conditions allow. 
  The project of  installing approximately 33 in stream woody debris structures from Darr Rd to below US-31 
is awaiting favorable conditions with all pre work completed and funding securely in place. Field work is 
ready to start. 
  The first macro invertebrate monitoring survey will be conducted on the Big Sable on May 5th  . Joe Molo-
ney has assembled the volunteers and will soon determine 4 locations to  sample and start the annual pro-
cess of monitoring the selected sites and possible additional sites in future years.  This is a program we 
have been looking forward to establishing for many years. 
  Mark Tonello placed temperature loggers in the river at 4 locations to compare with data gathered in 
2003/2004 water temperature profile. We will have this data to examine in the spring. 
  Kristen Thomas, Michigan Trout Unlimited, Aquatic Biologist worked with interns to survey the Big Sable 
River from 5 Mile Road to the Hamlin Marsh during the summer of 2013. Kristen will have a report of this 
data of the base river flow and habitat evaluation. I have seen preliminary data. This information will assist 
us in determining the most viable location of future projects on the river. 
  In cooperation with the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society we collected water samples monthly on the Big 
Sable River in 2013. The purpose of this water sampling is to determine the cause of elevated phosphorous 
levels in Hamlin Lake. Preliminary  results have identified tributaries that have elevated phosphorous levels. 
There will be additional water sampling in 2014 to assess this concern. 
  We have a 1964, 20’ Old Town Rowing/Guiding Canoe donated by John Broderick. This canoe was re-
stored in 2001 by Skywoods Canoe. This craft won awards at antique wooden craft competitions. We will be 
selling this canoe to raise funds for work on the river. John graciously willed this canoe to us for the purpose 
of selling this craft and using the funds for the Big Sable River. If anyone has a desire to purchase this ca-
noe or knows someone who has an interest to purchase the canoe please contact me for complete infor-
mation. I have completed some research and contacts that are interested in looking at this craft in the 
spring. 
  I am disappointed we were unable to complete our 2 major projects in 2013 but I console myself with know-
ing the fall rains, above normal snowfall and cold temperatures reducing evaporation on the Great Lakes will 
benefit the Big Sable and the entire Great Lakes Area. It is comforting watching the water levels rise towards 
normal levels 
  I am confident 2014 will be another active and productive 
year in preserving and enhancing the Big Sable River. If you 
have questions, comments or concerns regarding the Big 
Sable River feel free to contact me. 
  Our 2014 Spring Meeting will be Friday, 04/25/2014, 12:00 
pm, Meade Township Hall. Please consider joining us at this 
meeting. 
Best Regards 
Wayne Andersen, Chairman 
Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee 
Cell; 231-843-4618  
E Mail; andersenwayne@gmail.com 

Big Sable River Watershed Report 

mailto:andersenwayne@gmail.com
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VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 
By Norval Stephens 

                  

So, what’s a sailor to do in the winter?  I do not see any 
ice-sailing.  It is a fast and challenging form of sailing.  
With a hard surface, minimum exposure of boat to the 
ice, often strong and consistent winds, what a great 
time for speed sailing.  In fact, the concept of minimum 
contact with the surface in the America’s Cup race this 
last summer produced boats that rose up on fins to 
achieve speeds well over 30 miles per hour.  (One old 
speed record set by a sailing scow was 24 miles per 
hour.) 
 
There have been winters at Hamlin Lake when there 
was almost no snow on the frozen surface.  I skied across the lake one January day about 30 years ago 
in below zero weather on ice, with the snow blown off.  Last year, following the Ludington Daily News re-
port, I struggled to hold back laughter when the paper before one weekend reported the ice-fishing derby 
was on and then after the weekend had to admit the warm weather caused several ice shanties to start to 
sink as the tourney was canceled.  This year, too much snow on the ice caused a mushy surface with the 
snow pack—and another cancelation. 
 
Now, I do not begrudge anyone using our lake for any legal purpose when it is not sailing weather.  But, 
when it is a good day for sailing, that’s when the lake was meant for the sailors.  I cannot count the times I 
have had to hail a powerboat skipper to call for the right-of-way.  Under all circumstances, sail has rights 

over power unless the powerboat is in distress or out of 
control.  Why is that? Simple, we sailors wrote the rules 
because we were here first. 
 
But, you will find us sailors a polite lot out pleasure sail-
ing.  I stay away from skiers and give way to a pontoon 
boat that is leisurely plying near shore; but that is not the 
case when we are racing of a Saturday.  Please, that is 
when we do have the right of way.  And, yes, we may cut 
a line on a slow-trolling fishing vessel in our path.  But, 
that seldom happens and we willingly share our beautiful 
lake. 
 

What else are we to think about when it is well below zero and 102 inches of snow have fallen on OUR 
lake? That’s my view from the cockpit down here in Florida. 

 

Next Currents Deadline May 17th 
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Treasurer’s  Report 
 December 31, 2013 

 

 Jan-2013        
Balance  Deposits  Disburs.   

 54832.90 39393.00 (36809.93)  57415.97 

      

 Membership Dues*  0.00 7160.00 0.00  7160.00 

      

 Riparian Mag. Subscrip.  389.00  452.00 (648.00)   193.00  

      

 CONTRIBUTIONS:       

 General Fund  30653.41 6731.00 (12658.23)  24726.18 

      

 Fish Fund  3432.09 1620.00 (4000.00)   1052.09 

    Walleye Assoc. 55.00 5086.00 (5087.00)  54.00 

      

 Water Quality  5479.75 3592.00 (3416.70)  5655.05 
      

 Fireworks  8944.69 8615.00 (9000.00)  8559.69 

      

      

 Land Reserve Project  2,623.52  0.00 0.00   2,623.52  

 (Land Purchase)  1,000.00  0.00 0.00   1,000.00  

      

Memorials 0.00 345.00   345.00 

      

Historic Cottage 2217.00 5792.00 (2000.00)  6009.00 

      

Sailing 38.44 0.00 0.00   38.44  

      

     57415.97 

  Maturity  Issue Interest June 2013 

  Date Value   

#90107 (interest=.55%) 8/24/13 8246.26 89.25 8335.51 

#92039 (interest=.3%) 5/23/13 10143.91 68.87 10212.78 

#92040 (interest= .3%) 5/23/13 18145.71 123.19 18268.90 

     36817.19 

   PO ACCT.   Dec. 2013 29.93 

WEST SHORE BANK CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 
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This time there was a 
road open from Lincoln 

so people could get to the resort.  There 
were several turn outs on the road making it 
safer to travel.  The hotel had been wired for 
electricity, a garage built with additional 
parking area, and the Cincinnati Jazz Or-
chestra had been hired.  Vaudeville enter-
tainers from the “big time” circuit were 
scheduled at various times to entertain the 
guests.   
 
By the summer of 1923 the road to Piney 

Ridge had again been improved to include 14 turnouts!  Lenore Carter of Chicago, a talented musician, was 
hired as social entertainer at Piney Ridge.  Dances were held on M-W-S nights with colored lights decorating 
the dance hall.  Over the next few years, social directors continued to be hired in the summer months to or-
ganize activities much as we see cruise directors on a ship doing today.  Almost all of the activities at Piney 
Ridge were free to guests with the exception of golf and horseback riding.  Guests could take cruises around 
the lake in one of the launches or could take a row boat and go spend a day in the dunes with a picnic lunch.  
Guests could play basketball, croquet, tennis, ride bikes, play bridge, log roll, play deck shuffleboard, swim, 
or fish.  Moonlight cruises around the lake were always a favorite activity. By 1929 the hotel could accommo-
date 120 guests.  The dining room had the reputation of having the “best cook in the world”.   
September 25, 1928 there was a fire in the roof of the hotel.  A woman on the South Bayou saw the flames 
and the fire department was called.  It took 13 minutes for the trucks to get there from town.  Meanwhile a 
bucket brigade had been organized.  Strips of fire proof roofing that had been used on the roof are credited 
with helping the volunteers get the fire under control.  Another fire was discovered in August of 1929 in the 
woods near Piney Ridge.  The trucks from town were called and the fire was brought under control.  
 In June of 1930 Lottie Pickford, sister of Mary Pickford, visited Piney Ridge.  Both Mary and Lottie were si-
lent film screen stars.  During Lottie’s visit, a dinner was held in her honor.  Lottie was said to be vitally alive 
with sparkling, ready humor.  She brought her Belgian griffon dog with her on her visit to Hamlin.  When she 
left, she gave her dinner companions a gift of a Paris Brinjel ornament. 
 
In 1935 the road to Piney Ridge was turned over to the County Road System who created a wide gravel 
road.  M-116 was put in to the State Park which was nearly completed.   
 
On August 2, 1938 Piney Ridge Hotel was completely destroyed 
by fire.  One and a half hours was all it took to destroy that beau-
tiful four story building.  The fire started in the southern wing of 
the hotel near the kitchen and spread rapidly.  It was noticed at 
10:30 AM.  Fortunately all 70 guests escaped with their belong-
ings.  The pumping truck from Ludington was unable to get close 
enough to the water to be able to use its pumping equipment.  
There was no road down to the water’s edge.  The fire truck got 
stuck in sand trying to get over a hill to get to the water.  For a 

while they feared the 
truck would also be 
lost in the fire but 
spectators pulled it to safety.  The firemen were able to prevent 
the fire from spreading to other buildings and the woods.  People 
from neighboring cottages went out on the lake in their boats to be 
safe in case the fire came near their homes.   
At first there was talk that the owners would rebuild Piney Ridge 
Hotel, but in 1939 they purchased Portage Pointe Inn in Onekama.   
 

Continued from page 5 
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Chlorophyll Ave. Upper Lake
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Phosphorus data:  Phosphorus con-
tributes substantially to algae and rooted 
plant growth.  There has been a fairly 
dramatic increase in phosphorus in the 
past three years.  The 12 year average 
shows the lower lake to be mesotrophic, 
but the upper lake in the transition area 
between mesotrophic and eutrophic.  But 
for the last three years, the upper lake is 
clearly in a eutrophic state.   

Chlorophyll data:  The chlorophyll we 
measure comes only from suspended 
algae and not rooted plants.  It is directly 
correlated to what you see during the al-
gae blooms.  The trend in the lower lake 
is in the right direction, but the upper 
lake is seeing a gradual increase.  For 
the twelve year averages, the lower lake 
is clearly mesotrophic, but the upper lake 
is again in the transition between meso-
trophic and eutrophic.  The upper lake 
was clearly in the eutrophic category dur-
ing the summers of 2011 and 2012.  

Comments:  Lake water quality was 
better in 2013 than 2012.  All three of 
the above parameters improved.  If 
there is not a hot summer in 2014, the 
improvement will probably continue. 
Oxygen/temperature profiles are also a 
part of the CLMP program.   Tempera-
ture and oxygen content are measured 
from the surface to the bottom.  Results 
have always been good and typical of a 
mesotrophic lake. 
For a better explanation of lake aging 
and to see all of the Hamlin Lake data, 
go to http://www.micorps.net/.  All the 
data is under "data exchange" and a 
good explanation of lake aging is in the 
annual reports under "lake monitoring."   
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Calendar of events 

 

Next HLPS Board Meeting 
 

 Tuesday May 13th 
Time      6:30 pm 

 
Place:   Hamlin Township Hall 

Public invited                                  

 

Independence Day  
 

Fireworks Display 
 

Saturday July 5th 
 

Rain date Sunday July 6th 
 
 
 
 

                       Annual Dinner  
 

Friday Aug. 8th 
 

Hamlin Township Hall 
 

Make Sure You Mark  Your Calendars! 
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