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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society—      Spring 2013 

 

Water Samplers Needed!! 
 

As a result of the heavy algae bloom we have experienced the past two years, an algae 
task force was established and it has been decided to increase the level of water testing.  
We would like to sample incoming source waters such as the Big Sable River, Dennis 
Creek, stream flows into the bayous, etc.  Samples will be collected about twice per month 
and after substantial rain fall events and will be tested for phosphorus content.   In addi-
tion, we will be doing more surface temperatures throughout the summer.  
We would like several volunteers to gather samples.  It would be helpful if you live near 
one of the incoming water sources.  Sample containers and instructions will be provided.  
If you would like to help with project this and gather samples, please send a response to 
lhoepfinger@gmail.com or call Lynn Hoepfinger at 231-845-6209. 

Calendar of Events 
 

Next HLPS Board Meeting: Tuesday May 14th  
 Time                                       7:00 pm 
Place:                                     Hamlin Township Hall 
 
Fireworks Display: Saturday July 6th 
Rain date will be Sunday July 7th 
 
Annual Dinner will be Friday Aug. 2nd  
 
Make Sure You Mark  Your Calendars! 
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OFFICERS 

President, Bruce Pelletier  

rb_pelletier@charter.net 

Vice President, Ruth Crompton 

rkcromp@msn.com 

Recording Secretary, Wayne Disegna 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

Treasurer, Kathy McGill 

kmcgill@lenzinsurance.com 

  

 

All opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the authors         

and are not necessarily                    
the opinions of the 

 Hamlin Lake Preservation Society. 

HLPS is a tax exempt organization under Sec. 501(c) 3 of the IRS code.   
All dues and contributions are  tax deductible. 

 

 

Hamlin Lake Currents  
is published three times-a-year  

by the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  
P.O. Box 178  

Ludington, MI  49431 
 

Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 

history, and activities pertaining to 

Hamlin Lake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME! 
 

Please address letters to: 

Wayne Disegna 

 6647 W. Jackson Road 

Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board 

Hamlin Lake 
Currents Masthead 

Designed by  
Jeff Austin 

Hamlin Township 

Transfer Facility on Dewey 
Road 

 

WINTER SCHEDULE 
October 1—April 30 

Wednesday and Saturday 

9 A.M.—5 P.M. 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

May 1—September 30  

Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday,    

  10 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

Your comments are welcome!  

 E-mail Bruce Pelletier, President, 

rb_pelletier@charter.net  

or write to the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society,  

P.O. Box  178 

Ludington MI  49431 

COMMITTEES 
 

Government Relations—Norval   

                                     Stephens 

Mailings—Kathy McGill 

Membership– Gin Hluchan 

Newsletter—Wayne Disegna  

 Karen Disegna 

Special Events—Wilhelmina                   

    Steketee, Ruth Crompton 

Fish—Wayne Andersen 

Water Quality—Lynn Hoepfinger, 

 Wayne Disegna 

Memorials—- Tom Kalina, Kathy 

McGill 

 

DIRECTORS 
 

Jim Clark 

Lynn Hoepfinger 

Alison Puffer 

Jim Storm 

Wayne Andersen 

Mark Otto 

Dick Todd 

Wilhelmina Steketee 

Gin Hluchan 

Kent Gage 

Tom Kalina 

HLPS has a website thanks to 

Jim Clark and Jeff Rupp .  Take 

a look at 

www.hamlinlakepreservation.org 
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T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R  

          
I referenced Torch Lake, in a previous issue of the Currents 
Newsletter, as the “poster child” for Michigan’s most clean and 
beautiful lakes.   Having conducted my Master’s research on 
this lake some 35+ years ago, I quickly jumped at an invitation 
to attend their annual lake association meeting in January.  
The meeting was held on a Wednesday morning at YMCA 
Camp Hayo-Went-Ha and drew over 100 active members.  
Presentations were 10-15 minutes in length and were given by 
various organizations and committees.  Among the topics were 
watershed management, shoreline restoration, invasive spe-
cies control, water quality management, fish habitat improve-
ment, erosion control, lake buffer zones, stream sedimentation, 
wildlife restoration and fish shelter placement.  
 I couldn’t help but notice the similarity of concerns between 
their lake and ours.  They seemed as worried about nuisance aquatic plant growth as we are, even though 
their average lake phosphorus levels run only about 2.5 micrograms per Liter (PPB).  We average around 
23 PPB in Hamlin.  Eurasian water milfoil has only been observed at a few isolated locations in Torch Lake, 
mostly near boat launches and marina areas.  Yet, the mere presence of this invasive nuisance has re-
sulted in a vigorous and expensive campaign to uproot and eradicate it from the lake.  Torch has over 30 
public access sites along its 19 mile length, making the total eradication of milfoil a difficult and on-going 
task.  
Phragmites is another invasive plant they are working hard to eradicate.  This is a perennial wetland grass 
of the reed family that can grow up to 15 feet in height.  Phragmites creates tall, dense stands which de-
grade wetlands and coastal areas by crowding out native plants and animals.  It is particularly devastating 
to cattail marshes where pike and other fish species like to spawn.  Left unchecked, it proliferates very fast 
and can block out shoreline views, reducing access for swimming, fishing, and hunting and can create fire 
hazards from dry plant material.  We also have this menacing plant in our lake.   Unlike Torch where there 
are numerous large stands, we have only found one patch in our lake.  This is near the entrance of the Sa-
ble River to the upper lake.  Fortunately, a group of our HLPS members along with National Forestry Ser-
vice personnel have actively been working to eradicate it or at least keep it from spreading.   We must be 
vigilant to make sure more stands don’t pop up.  
This year, our HLPS board, along with a group of volunteers from around the lake, will embark on a new 
project; to update the 1991 Hamlin Lake Nutrient Study.  Our goal is to collect and analyze water samples, 
at least twice monthly, from around the lake to evaluate trends in water quality.  Specifically, we want to 
determine if sources of nutrient input have changed since the 1991 Study.  This will not be an easy task.  
There are a number of factors that can affect water quality, including weather, lake usage, and watershed 
characteristics, but weather normally has the greatest influence.   Samples taken after several days of 
strong winds, rain and runoff, will give significantly different results from those collected after a period of 
calm, dry weather.  There can be daily, weekly and even, yearly variations in a lake’s water quality charac-
teristics.  Cool, dry and cloudy summers usually result in water of better clarity with less aquatic plant and 
algal growth.   Conversely, hot, wet and sunny weather will usually result in accelerated plant growth.  One 
can therefore never base a lake management plan solely on the evaluation of one year’s data.   It may take 
several years of regular sampling to gain a good understanding of our Lake’s water quality trends.   This 
will help us formulate future lake management plans. 
 
HLPS President, 
Bruce Pelletier 
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Remember this article? 
 

Well, starting on page 5 are charts covering data collected  that show the changes that have 
been occurring to the lake. 

 
As most of you know, there was an ugly blue-green algae bloom in the upper lake this past summer.  It began 
the first part of July and there was still significant algae in the lake in mid September.  The water clarity (Secchi 
disc reading) in Sunset Bay was 2 ft on August 26 which is the lowest on record.  Secchi readings throughout 
the summer of 2012 clearly put the upper lake in a eutrophic classification. 
 
The suspected algae bloom culprit was phosphorus content which spiked in the fall of 2011.  Spring 2012 phos-
phorus levels, however, were normal and special samples taken September 25, 2012 were also in the normal 
range.   A review of historic data indicates that there is plenty of phosphorus and other nutrients in the lake to 
promote substantial algae and rooted plant growth.  
 
So what caused the bloom?  The suspected culprit is water temperature.  Summer air temperature data for cen-
tral western Michigan from NOAA tables was compiled for the past 11 years.   
  
For the years 2002 through 2010¸the average summer temperature was 62.8.  For 2011-2012, when we saw the 
big algae blooms, the average temperature was 65.8.  And the August 2012 temperature was about six degrees 
above average. 
 
The Hamlin Lake water quality team does some temperature and oxygen measurements.  It's difficult to get av-
erage surface temperature from this data because the sampling is sporadic.  The surface temperature of the 
lake in 2011 and 2012, however, were 81.9 and 80.1 degrees which is well above normal July temperatures.   
  

Water Quality 

 
Annual Dinner Meeting Report 

Aug.12th 2012 
 
Annual dinner meeting held at Hamlin Township hall.  
Meal provided by Sadlers 
Speakers were: Tristan Scribner and Jewel Richardson 
 
Tristan was the Boy Scout who developed the walking trails for the Victory Township Park. This was 
part of his Eagle Scout project. 
Jewel gave a presentation on plants useful for presevering a natural shoreline. 
Both talks were well received. 
The treasurer’s report was presented by Wayne Disegna since Kathy McGill was not able to be there. 
Our fireworks fund is in good shape for next year and we have received 343 memberships for 2012 so 
far. 
Water Quality Report was given by Lynn Hoepfinger and Wayne Disegna. Lynn reported on the clarity of 
the lake and the algae situation. Wayne discussed the dissolved oxygen readings and in general the 
weed situation in the lake. 
Cottage Project Report was given by Jim Clark. The committee has found a cottage to be relocated to 
White Pine Village and they are now in the process of raising funds for the relocation. $5000.00 is 
needed at this time. 
Election of board members was held. Those whose terms were expiring have all agreed to continue on 
the board. There were no additional nominations from the floor. It was moved and seconded to accept 
the nominations as presented. Motion passed. 
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Historic Phosphorus, Transparency and Chlorophyll Values  
 

For the past two years, water quality data from Hamlin Lake has gone in the wrong direction.   
Phosphorus and chlorophyll values have increased while water transparency has decreased.  
Data for the past ten or more years is shown it the accompanying graphs. 
 
The increase in chlorophyll levels and decrease in transparency corresponds to the heavy algae 
blooms we have seen during the past two summers.  This in turn is directly related to increases 
in water temperature and phosphorus levels. 
 
There is  nothing we can do about the increased water temperatures.  A task force has been es-
tablished to further identify the source of the phosphorus problem.  If you would like to assist in 
gathering samples and temperature data for this task force, contact Lynn Hoepfinger at 231 845-
6209 or email him at lhoepfinger@gmail.com. 
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Lower Hamlin 
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Upper Hamlin

Dissolved Oxygen (mg/l)   /   Temperature (oC)

D.O. (mg/l)

Secchi Clarity Lower Lake 

 

Median depth 2009 

 

14 feet 

 

 

Median depth 2011 

 

11.5 feet 

 

 

These numbers will be lower for 

2012 

Secchi Clarity Upper Lake 

 

 

Median depth 2009 

 

9 feet 

 

 

Median Depth 2011 

 

8 feet 

 

 

 

These numbers will be lower for 

2012 
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HLPS Annual Dinner Meeting 
 Report 

Aug.12th 2012 
 

 

Annual dinner meeting held at Hamlin Township hall.  
Meal provided by Saddlers 
Speakers were: Tristan Scribner and Jewel Richardson 
 
Tristan was the Boy Scout who developed the walking trails for the Victory Township Park. 
This was part of his Eagle Scout project. 
Jewel gave a presentation on plants useful for preserving a natural shoreline. 
Both talks were well received. 
The treasurer’s report was presented by Wayne Disegna since Kathy McGill was not able to 
be there. Our fireworks fund is in good shape for next year and we have received 343 mem-
berships for 2012 so far. 
Water Quality Report was given by Lynn Hoepfinger and Wayne Disegna. Lynn reported on 
the clarity of the lake and the algae situation. Wayne discussed the dissolved oxygen read-
ings and in general the weed situation in the lake. 
Cottage Project Report was given by Jim Clark. The committee has found a cottage to be re-
located to White Pine Village and they are now in the process of raising funds for the reloca-
tion. $5000.00 is needed at this time. 
Election of board members was held. Those whose terms were expiring have all agreed to 
continue on the board. There were no additional nominations from the floor. It was moved 
and seconded to accept the nominations as presented. Motion passed. 
 
Meeting was adjourned a good time was had by all. 
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VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 
By Norval Stephens 

                   Spring 2013 

 

 

What’s a sailor to do in the winter?  I read with interest in the Ludington Daily News that the ice has not 
formed at the Narrows until a late date in January.  Then, I see a man is rescued on Upper Hamlin fishing, 
or trying to fish, through one inch of ice.  Next, the ice is thicker and the Ice Fishing Derby is   on for Feb-
ruary 1-2.  Excitement courses through my veins!  Fishing through stationary ice, pitting man against a 
creature whose brain is the size of a pea, must rank somewhere in sport.  I can’t imagine even trying it.   
 
Enough of the rant.  I know I will hear about this.  I doubt it will be from the sailors. 
 
But, Ludington has had some very interesting news this winter.  A boat sank in the marina.  The car ferry 
company is still waiting to see if it gets a waiver from the government for another year to develop an alter-
native to the coal burning propulsion it now has to diesel or some other system.  Charity is alive and well 
in Ludington.  There were several heart-warming stories of grants and funds raised locally.  And, oh, the 
travails of getting the wind farm up and running in Amber Township.  Ice formed in the inclement weather 
and the farm had to be shut down.  Next there was “wonging,” a noise made every 15 seconds that was 
irritating the locals.  Wait until you see the wind farm off to the east of the highway when you drive in from 
the south. 
 
So, there are other things to think about while that sleek hull of my Laser rests in its sling in our boat-
house.  Things like branches down on the property.  About the work we had done on the electrical system 
to bring it up to standard.  And, finally, the whole family is engaged in our Centennial Celebration of our 
family home on Upper Hamlin.  That last has kept me from bemoaning that winter is too long.  This is go-
ing to be a great year for our family on Hamlin Lake.  At least, that is my view from the cockpit. 

 

 

  

The Deadline for the Summer Currents Issue 
is May 17th 
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Treasurer’s Annual  Report 

 December 31, 2012 

 

 Jan-12        

Balance  Deposits  Disburs.  

 Certificates of 

Deposit   Balance  

 46,439.84 27,916.87 (19,523.81) 36,718.98 91,551.88 

      

 Membership Dues*  0 7200.00 0.00   

      

 Riparian Mag. Subscrip.  365.00  8.00 0.00   373.00  

      

 CONTRIBUTIONS:       

 General Fund  22,879.68 4807.87 (9428.60) 10,143.91  18,258.95 

    18145.71  

    8246.26  

 Fish Fund  1941.09 1491.00 0.00   3,432.09  

      

 Water Quality  5025.65 1530.00 (1075.90)  5479.75 

      

 Fireworks  5526.69 8218.00 (4800.00)  8944.69 

      

 Walleye Association  1453.81 1014.00 (2412.81)   55.00 

      

 Land Reserve Project  2,623.52  0.00 0.00   2,623.52  

 (Land Purchase)  1,000.00  0.00 0.00   1,000.00  

      

Memorials 5,479.46 1035.00 (1390.50)   5194.46 

      

Historic Cottage 20.00 2197.00 0.00   2217.00  

      

Sailing 38.44 0.00 0.00   38.44  

      

CD Interest Income 0.00  0.00 0.00  183.10 183.10 

Postal account Balance    519.89 519.89 

    

 Checking Ac-  $54,832.90 

 Postal Account  $519.89 

   CDs  $36,718.98 

  

    TOTAL $92,071.77 
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Winter 2013 Big Sable River Report 
 

  Winter of 2013 seems to be confused on the true meaning of winter. Extreme temperature 
swings have been raising and lowering the water level of the river. The good news is January 
precipitation has been twice normal. This is much appreciated additional flow for the river. 
  Summer 2012 low water levels and warm temperatures in the Big Sable caused  concern of  
fish mortality. I know of no reported mortality. We are considering a water temperature study du-
plicating the study that was conducted in 2002. It would be very interesting to compare the tem-
perature data. 
  We will also be working with the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society’s Water Quality Sampling 
initiative to collect samples on the Big Sable River and tributaries of the river. I very much look 
forward to investigating the possible sources of increased phosphorous in Hamlin Lake in recent 
years. Past water quality data is available for comparison.  
  We will continue to emphasize the importance of stream bank stabilization projects and in 
stream habitat work on the Big Sable River. We are working on permits and funding for Site #28 
located downstream of Schoenherr Rd. This site is the largest eroding bank remaining on the 
river. We are very hopeful to complete this site in 2013. 
  Conversations and agreements with landowners in other areas of the river are in progress. I 
am looking forward to announcing new areas of the river where we will begin work in 2013. 
    In late April 8,000 Gilchrist Creek Strain of brown trout will be scatter planted in the Big Sable 
River. This planting will be consistent with past years. The float boxes and volunteers are ready 
for the delivery of the fingerlings in late April. 
  The BSWRC Spring Meeting will be held April 26th, 12:00 pm, Meade Township Hall. Topics of 
discussion will be 2013 projects and any other topics of interest. 
  Contact me if you have comments, concerns or observations on the Big Sable River. 
 E mail:  andersenwayne@gmail.com or phone 231-843-4618. 
Enjoy West Michigan in 2013. 
 
Wayne Andersen, Chairman 

Good News!! 
 

Since the annual meeting , we pleased to announce that we have received 
sufficient  funds needed to move the cottage from Hamlin Lake to White Pine 
Village. Work on disassembling, moving , and reassembling the cottage will 
begin as soon as possible this Spring. Once  that part 
of the project is finished, work will begin on develop-
ing the displays for the cottage itself. 
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Ludington 
 
 

In my eyes the most beautiful place in this great big country is Ludington, Michigan. All the summer 
memories. So many memories. My family owns a cottage up on Hamlin Lake. The cabin sits on a little hill 
with an overlook on our little beach with glittering sand ( and the ever present sand spiders my cousins and I 
fear so much) and a stunning view of middle Hamlin Lake with shimmering blue waters, the smell of the 
pines in the air, and the evergreen trees everywhere you look. 
 If I’m going to attempt to describe Ludington, I’d better start with the air. It’s fresh. If you think you’ve 
smelled fresh air anyplace other than Ludington you haven’t. The air makes you realize that you have to 
make every second last, you have to savor every sweet breath you get. If you are one of those noon sleep-
ers, you won’t be in Ludington. I sleep till one on weekends, but in Ludington, I’m up at 8 every morning, be-
cause no matter how hard you try, you just can’t lie there. The scent of the pines is far too precious to waste. 
This air brings a part of you to life that you never knew existed, there is no substitute for the intoxicating 
aroma of the pines, the sand, or the lake, most of all, there is no substitute for the scent of the real wood. 
 Ludington is a place where you are always doing something, nobody sits still. Whether you’re fishing 
into the deep blue waves, or swimming in them, they seem to arouse a level of happiness and utter content-
ment with the world that can not be equaled. Whether it be a late night bonfire, or a horror movie marathon in 
the bunk house, bonds strengthen to a point where they can not be broken. Whether it be a day at the state 
park, or an afternoon on the sand dunes, memories are made that are too joyful to fade. 
On the Fourth of July, in the middle of this quaint town, there is always a parade. With the small old brick 
buildings in the back ground and the billboard for the traditional clown marching band, little kids sit on their 
parents shoulders, wearing red, white, and blue plastic beads that glint in the sunshine. To see the looks of 
awe on their faces as they point their chubby little fingers at each upcoming float and say “Daddy look at that 
one!” 
To see the beauty of it, everyone in the town slapping each other on the back and laughing with each other. 
In this moment, we’re more than acquaintances, friends, or neighbors. We are a family. In the waning hours 
of the day, as the sun begins to drop below the horizon, everyone goes out on the lake in the black night, an 
armada of brothers, sisters, mothers, and fathers waiting for something. Then, it happens, the sky explodes 
in a brilliant racing red, and then a blue so deep and pure, then white, so flamboyant and noble. The show 
begins, and for hours the families sit in a trance. I know that these are the times that matter. The times that I 
look back on and say “Man, I wish we’d do that again,” the 
times that I can be proud of, and know that in that moment, 
there is no place I’d rather be… that’s Ludington. 
 
Richard Norman 
Hogan McLean, 8th grade 
Mattawan Middle School  

Memories 
 

The essay below was written by Richie Norman as an 8th grade English assignment. It was sent in 
by his grandmother Gail Culotta, who a summer residence on Piney Ridge.  Hamlin Lake and the 
Ludington area have fostered  these types of memories for many years and  the HLPS strives to 
insure that memories like this will extend far into the future.  
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