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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society—      Winter 2009 

Household Hazardous Waste 
There is a Solution 

By Laura Lyons ’ 
I’ve been a member of HLPS and a number of other environmentally focused organizations for some years now.  I partic-
ularly enjoy helping with action-based activities, like the water quality testings that Lynn Hoepfinger coordinates each 
year on Hamlin Lake. While I find such activities very rewarding personally, I’ve also grown resignedly accustomed to 
only a few dedicated people being at any particular meeting or workday. 
    This was my state of mind when I approached the 
inaugural meeting of the Household Hazardous 
Waste group, and so I was surprised, amazed and so 
encouraged by the number and variety of people who 
attended.  The Amber Town hall was packed full of 
people of all ages and back- grounds, many of them 
farmers and local government officials from Mason, Man-
istee, and Oceana Counties.  It was a tree hugger’s dream 
come true!  This was about 2 years ago now, and while 
the group has dwindled some- what, we still have about 
20 people at each meeting.  Not bad at all! 
     The other thing I really like about this group is we 
have one, unifying, and single purpose: to pull off the 
best, most efficient, and most user-friendly annual 
Household Hazardous Waste drop-off day possible.  We 
developed four main subcom- mittees: Education & Out-
reach/Publicity, Logistics, Vol- unteer, and Finance.  At 
each meeting the subcommit- tees present their latest 
efforts.  We also have guest speakers, such as the coordinator of the Lake/Osceola County program that’s been putting 
on HHW days for a number of years now.  We also met a representative from Drug & Lab Disposal (DLD), who ex-
plained how they would work with us.  They are a very professional outfit that has conducted over 1000 HHW collection 
events since 1985.  What I found especially wonderful about DLD is that so much of the materials they collect are recy-
cled/reused: 59% of what they collect is reblended into fuel, 28% is reclaimed/recycled (even the cans containing the 
materials!), and only 11% is incinerated (safely), leaving just 1% that is wastewater treated, and 1% is stabilized and tak-
en to landfills.  Amazing, isn’t it?  Thanks to them, we can accept hazardous automotive products and fuels, paint prod-
ucts, yard and garden products, cleaners and solvents, auto and household batteries, mercury, ink cartridges, etc.  If it ’s 
hazardous, they take it! 
     As the first HHW day (August 25) approached, our Mason County coordinator, Lynda Herremans from the Mason/
Lake Soil Conservation District, began to get an enormous amount of calls and questions as people began to prepare 
their materials to bring to the big day.  She started thinking this was going to be pretty big, but we had no idea just how 
big it would be. 
     I arrived at the Mason County Road Commission, Mason County’s drop-off site (Manistee and Oceana Counties each 
had their own sites as well that day) on that beautiful August 25th day, a little before 9 a.m., and already there was a 
huge line snaking out to the road!  This was wonderful, but could we handle it all with just our small handful of volun-
teers? Good thing Lynda had asked the Sheriff's Department for help with traffic control, because they sent one of their 
reserve members who volunteered his time, or there would've been a huge traffic jam out on US-10, since the traffic just    
kept growing throughout the morning!  Lynda had to set up a serpentine queue to accommodate all the cars.  We were 
overwhelmed and understaffed, but what struck me most was how patient and positive all those people were, waiting in 
their cars in the heat for close to an hour, some to just drop of a few batteries or a thermometer and some half-used sol-
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Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee Report 

    I would like to thank several members of the HLPS who volunteered to help remove phragmite from the Hamlin Marsh this 
past September. Phragmite (Common Reed) is a very invasive wetland plant that has displaced native wetland vegetation in 
many West Michigan Watersheds. Currently there is only one area of phragmite in the Hamlin Marsh. If phragmite becomes 
established in the Hamlin Marsh it will have a negative impact on the diversity and quality of the native vegetation, waterfowl 
and wildlife that inhabit the marsh. 
    Dick Puffer, Lynn Heopfinger, John Thorp, Diane Boulais, Gordon Veldnan,Jim Holzback and myself assisted Carolyn 
Henne, USFS Botonist, remove a substantial amount of the phragmite to prevent this isolated stand from spreading into other 
areas of the marsh. 
    A very sincere thank you to these volunteers along with Allison Puffer who helped organize the work team.  
    Projects completed on the Big Sable in 2008. 
      Site # 7, a severe site above Freesoil Rd. This was a 60' long by 20' high sand bank that was a major contribitor or sedi-
ment into the river. The work on this site will be completed in the spring with the planting of additional shrubbery and trees. 
    Site # 34 in Freesoil Township is completed with the exception of additional vegetation to be planted in the spring. This was 
a moderate site that was quickly becoming a severe site. 
    We were able to install Large Woody Debris in 2 areas of the river. Two structures were completed above US-31. Twenty 
five structures were placed in the river between Stephens Rd and Schoenherr Rd. The lack of Large Woody Debris has been 
identified as a limiting factor for aquatic life and fish is some areas of the river. In 2008 we will work on enhancing the rivers 
habitat by strategically placing woody cover in areas lacking this element of habitat. 
    In 2009 we will complete the final severe erosion site on the river. This is Site # 21 located downstream of Bennett Bridge. 
Permits and funding are in place to complete this project. 
    We plan to identify other projects and develop a prioritized list of work in upcoming months. 
    Funding and plans are in place to replace 2 bridges on the Big Sable River. LaSalle Rd Bridge is scheduled to be replaced 
in 2009. The Darr Rd Bridge is scheduled to be replaced in 2010.This is great news for the river. I am very hopeful when the 
bridges are replaced the approaches will be upgraded to eliminate sediment from entering the river at these locations.  
    Since the June 12/13 flood event I have now seen most of the river. In my opinion the main channel of the river in general 
has been cleared of woody debris. This wood has been moved near the banks and in many cases pushed up on the bank into 
the flood plain. There has been a net loss of woody debris from the river. 
    In most areas there aren't as many deep cuts in the stream bed. There doesn't seem to be as much gravel exposed in some 
areas. There is probably a loss of some fish from the river. 
    None of the stream bank stabilization projects that have been completed on the river in years past were destroyed. This is 
a validation that the projects were successful in restoring these sensitive areas of the stream bank to their original condition.  
    The river will recover over time and continue to be a great natural resource of this area. 
    Enjoy the winter.It is a great time to be out doors on most days.  
    Wayne Andersen, Chairman 
    Big Sable River Restoration Committee 
 

History Project 

Judy Thorp has been busy organizing the history pages of the HLPS website. Information, photos and maps 
have been uploaded on several topics with many more areas yet to be covered. To check out this very interest-
ing topic go to httpjLLtt Once on the website, go first to Task Force then fiat Piglet. On these pages, we are in 
the process of telling the history of our lake through narrative and photos. Please do send us corrections, anec-
dotes, and expanded paragraphs of what you are willing to share. 
We need your ideas and submissions. Please send them to Judy at jhoxiethor or Jim at ]Clark4626@ Right now 
we are most interested in information regarding: 
• History of Wren’s Roost 
• History of Barnharts 
• Photos and information regarding the mail boat on Hamlin Lake. 
• Launch Signal We have heard that when someone in a cottage on the lake wanted a launch to stop, they put 
up a flag at the end of their dock. When the flag was up, the launch would stop to pick up passengers. Can any-
one write this up? Does anyone have a photo of this? 
• We would like scanned photos and historical information regarding Victory, Wilson Hill. Skinny, and the State 
Parks 
• History of the Dam. 
• History of the Dunes, 
• Fulgurites 
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T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R  

 Winter came early to Hamlin Lake and Mother Nature was not kind to the residents who stayed for the win-
ter.  The month of December had numerous storms that brought lots of snow, high winds and very cold 
weather.  The positive side for those of us who really do not care for winter is that we do not have to con-
tend with a weed problem.  Another positive during these winter months is time to reflect and plan next 
year’s summer activities on the lake.  
 
      We will continue to monitor our lake’s environment and will promote the planting of more fish.  We will 
also be working on this year’s 4th of July fireworks which will be held on Friday, July 3 with a rain date of 
Sunday, July 5.  We expect this year’s fireworks to be spectacular.  A generous gift from an anonymous do-
nor helped this year’s Fireworks Fund exceed last year’s 
$8,000 cost. 
 
      You may not be aware that membership money is not 
used for our Hamlin Lake fireworks show.  Members must 
make a specific donation to the Fireworks Fund.  It is dona-
tions to that fund by De- cember each year that pay for the 
fireworks for the following year.  With that being said, as you 
renew your membership for the coming year, I am asking 
you to please consider donating to the Fireworks Fund.  
The size of the fireworks show is determined by the amount 
of dollars that have been donated. 
 
      As the winds of winter howl around us, we will be anx-
iously awaiting the arrival of spring and the ice melting from 
the lake.  Once again we will be watching the lake come to 
life as boaters and fisher- men enjoy its gifts.  Yes, I know a 
lot of people enjoy the winter with its snowmobiling and ice fishing; yet, it is still the summer when all the 
residents are back that really brings our lake to life. 
 
      To those who remain on Hamlin Lake for the winter, please enjoy this time with its own special beauty.  
And, to those who travel to warm places, we look forward to your return. 
 
Jim Pinkerton 
President 
     

Visit our new website 
 

www.hamlinlakepreservation.org 
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!! Earth Day Contest Winner  
Gives back to Hamlin Lake !! 

 
 
 
 
Linda - I won a photo contest for earth 
day.  I work at Johnson Technology in Muskegon.  We are a wholly owned subsidiary of GE.   
GE had a contest in which I entered and won.  For the prize I get to donate $500 to my favorite environmental charity.  I need to 
send your tax ID # in in order to donate it to the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society.    
My kids (in the  photo) are excited about donating the money for fish in Hamlin.  We have a cottage on the lake and they both are 
avid fisherman.  Our cottage is on the tip of the South bayou.  I would like to designate the funds go toward the purchase of fish. 
  
My photo was chosen from over 500 that were submitted globally.  It is of my children planting a tree that my shop gave out for 
earth day.  . 
 

DID YOU KNOW?? 
1. That Dave Hall has a record of when Hamlin Lake  freezes and thaws from 1949 to now (60 

years) 
2. The earliest it froze was Nov. 20th 1959 
3. The latest thaw date was April 15th 1959 
4. The longest the lake has been frozen is 136 days 
5. The average number of days the lake is frozen is 108 days 
 
An interesting thing to do while  spending the winter on Hamlin Lake 
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HAMLIN LAKE PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

Annual Treasurer's Report 

January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2008 

      

CHECKING ACCOUNT:      

 Prev. Bal. Deposits Disburs. Balance  

 62,478.05  31,238.22  35,601.07  58,115.20   
      

Membership Dues 23,035.32  7,800.00  5,467.81  25,367.51   
      

Riparian Magazine 596.75  497.25  1,094.00  0.00   
      

CONTRIBUTIONS:      

      

General Fund 8,282.45  6,061.01  5,503.02  8,840.44   
      

Fish Fund 7,692.04  1,661.50  7,154.45  2,199.09   
      

Water Quality 5,480.23  2,373.50  4,094.79  3,758.94   
      

Fireworks 4,507.18  9,290.00  8,900.00  4,897.18   
      

Walleye Stocking 1,972.81  839.00  2,000.00  811.81   
      

Land Reserve Project 2,623.52  0.00  0.00  2,623.52   

(Land Purchase) 1,000.00  0.00  0.00  1,000.00   
      

Boat Ramps 908.59  438.96  0.00  1,347.55   
      

Memorials 6,229.16  2,277.00  1,387.00  7,119.16   
      

Sailing 150.00  0.00  0.00  150.00   

      

(includes #2 CD @ $5000, #3 CD @ $15,000 and #4 CD @ $10,000)   

      

West Shore Bank Certificates of Deposit:    

#1 CD valued at $7,418.79 + $348.17 int. = $7,766.96)    

(int. 1/20/08 - 10/19/08)      

#2 CD  $802.34 int. + $ 271.06 = $1,073.40)    

(int. 1/20/08 - 11/19/08)      

#3 CD   $1,419.23 int. + $797.83 = $2,217.06    

(int. 3/22/08 - 10/21/08)      

#4 CD  $777.35 + $202.88 = $980.23     

(int. 2/17/08 - 5/19/08)      

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE  12/31/08  58,115.20   

WEST SHORE BANK #1 CD + int. and #2 CD int. + #3 CD int.) 11,057.43   

  Total  $69,172.63   

  postal acct. balance 530.42   

  Total  $69,703.05   
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OUR MEMORIAL FUND AT WORK 

 
Bruce Pelletier was happy to report that Tom Murphy has completed the well at Wilson Hill Park. He punched the 2
-inch casing into a sand aquifer at 135 feet that produces 15 gallons per minute. at Wilson Hill Park . This is more 
volume than we will ever need with a deep well pump  The well was completed late fall, and test results from the 

Michigan Department of Public Health show the water to be of very good drinking quality. Tom is going to wait until 
spring to install the pump. There is no real benefit in doing it now. Below are the test results for your review.  

 

WATER TEST RESULTS  
Tests Conducted by the Michigan Health Department 

Coliform Bacteria…. Non-Detectable  
Nitrate……………… Non-Detectable 
Nitrite………………. Non-Detectable 
Chloride…………… Non-Detectable 
Fluoride……………. 0.4 mg/L  (DL = 0.1, Max Limit is 4.0)    0.4 is good 
Hardness………….. 240 mg/L (No health limit -  above 250 is hard water) 
Iron………………… 0.2 mg/L (No health limit – taste and odor above 0.3) 
Sulfate…………….. 13 mg/L (DL = 3, No health limit)   13 is very good 
Sodium…………….. Non-Detectable 

 

West Shore Community College Water Quality Study—
Summer 2008 

 
WSCC has tested Hamlin Lake water at two sites for the past eleven years.  Samples were taken monthly in the 
summer months and were tested for ammonia, nitrate, phosphate, pH, clarity, and dissolved oxygen.  Surface 
and bottom temperatures were also obtained.  All results except phosphorus were considered to be normal for 
a healthy lake.  Most lakes in Michigan have lower phosphorus levels than Hamlin. 
 
Phosphorus Data:    The DEQ data is typically higher than WSCC because DEQ measures total phos-
phorus and WSCC measures only the phosphorus found as phosphate.  Phosphorus numbers continue to indi-
cate that Hamlin Lake is at the high end of the mesotrophic classification. 
 
Ammonia, Nitrate, Dissolved Oxygen and pH:  These nutrients were all in the normal range for good wa-
ter quality. 
 
Temperature:   The lake warmed to the low 70’s by mid June and was still in the mid 60’s on Sept. 20.  For 
the past nine years, surface temperatures in August ranged from a high of 78.8 in 2001 to a low of 70.2 in 2004. 
 
Water Clarity:  The water clarity remains high.  The lower lake Secchi readings are usually higher than 
the upper lake readings.  An average value of 13.8 ft. was obtained in the lower lake compared to an average of 
11.5 feet in the upper lake. 
 
Plankton Diversity:  Forty-eight  species of phytoplankton (suspended microscopic plants) and twenty-nine 
species of zooplankton (suspended microscopic animals) were identified.  This diversity indicates a healthy 
lake.    
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Meeting 

Sept. 30th, 2008 
 
Present: Kent Gage, Wayne Disegna, Lynn Hoepfinger, Lloyd Gearhart, Jim Pinkerton,  Jim Clark, Linda Leibole, Susan Austin, Diane 

Boulais, Alison Puffer, Tom McGill, and Bruce Pelletier  
Guests: Wayne Anderson 
Meeting called to order 7:00 pm @ Lynn Hoepfinger’s 

Reports 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Minutes of the Aug. 18th meeting were approved as presented.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s report was approved as presented. It was noted that the fireworks fund is substantially less at this time than it was last year. 
Lloyd Gearhart made a $500.00 challenge for the fireworks fund asking the board members to match that amount.  
Water Quality  
 
WWSC did four sampling on Hamlin Lake this year. The results of the testing showed slightly higher amounts of ammonia and nitrates in the 
water this year. This maybe due to the flood this year or could indicate higher levels of fertilization around the lake.  
Lynn brought up the fact that the person who ran the tests for us this year, Danielle Stocki, lives in Manistee and had to travel down to the col-
lage each time testing had to be done. He recommended that we give her mileage reimbursement. The board supported this recommendation. 
The money will be taken from the water quality fund. 
MICOR is having a 2 day conference Oct.20th & 21st. Anyone interested in going should contact Lynn about details. 
There was some discussion about the heavy algae blooms this year and if they were harmful to the lake. Lynn mentioned that WWSC no longer 
identifies the algae that we see blooming in the lake at various times during the year. The algae blooms did not appear to be blue-green algae. 
 
Of general interest the lake will begin being lowered on Oct. 13th this year. The first Monday after the 2nd Saturday in Oct. is the official start of 
the lake lowering. 
 
HLPS Currents 
 
There was discussion about when the deadline dates for submitting articles to the Currents should be. After a lively discussion it was decided 
and agreed upon that the deadline dates will be Oct. 15th, Feb. 15th, and May15th. 
Sue Austin, Linda Leibole, and Alison Puffer will do the mailing for the present Currents and Diane Boulais and Kent Gage will to the mailings 
for the Winter issue of the Currents. 
 
 
Fireworks 
The 4th of July falls on Saturday this year so much discussion was held concerning when the fireworks display should be held. Final consensus 
was that the show should be planned for Friday July 3rd with a back up date of Sunday July 6th. 
  
President’s Report/ Memorial Fund 
 
The well drilling has begun at Wilson Hill Park and the contractor is running into clay which is causing problems with the 2” line that is being 
used. The well is at 90’ right now and no water. If the clay continues they may have to go to a 4” line which is stronger. This could cause the 
expense of drilling the well to double. Bruce Pelletier volunteered to contact Murphy’s Well Drilling to discuss the various options with them 
such as the water quality we can expect and would a 2” auger type well casing perhaps work better in clay than what is presently being used. 
The board feels that we should proceed with this project since we have a fair amount of money invested already.  
 
Phragmities Infestation 
Wayne Anderson of the BSWR (Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee) reported that 2groups of volunteers went out 2 Saturdays in a 
row to work on the Phragmities infestation. The work was more involved than expected and they were only able to remove the plants from the 
outer edge of the infested area. Carolyn Henney of the forest service felt that that should contain the infestation until next fall when more re-
moval work will be done. 
Annual Meeting 
The annual meeting was set for Saturday Aug.1st but after this board meeting it was found that there is a conflict with that date. At this point a 
new date has not been scheduled. Wayne Anderson suggested that we might ask Carolyn Henney to speak at the annual meeting since she is 
very knowledgeable about invasive species and can give very interesting talks on the subject. The board will ask her to come to the next board 
meeting . 
New Business 
Since many of our officers leave the area for the winter the board felt that assistants should be appointed to cover for those missing officers. 
Kent Gage will take over the president’s duties while Jim Pinkerton is away and tom McGill will take over the Treasurer’s duties while Linda is 
gone. 
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There was some discussion about having the ice cream social again but no firm decision was made. 
 
Next Meeting  
The next meeting is Saturday May 16th at 9:00 am at Lloyd Gearhart’s house 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm 

 
Reading the Ludington Daily News this winter, I realized there were other matters than wind and the level of the Lake to think 
about. 
Some of the headlines this winter covered the snow in record levels, a few more washouts, another boat on the breakwater 
to the lighthouse at Ludington Harbor, Sargent Sand beating up the roads, wind farms proposed for the National Forest north 
of the homes on the north shore of Upper Hamlin, a French company extracting vast amounts of water to be bottled and 
shipped around the country, Michigan considering coal-
powered power plants with some of the least protective 
state laws on carbon emis- sions…and it went on. 
We learned when we fought and won stopping the State 
from opening the State Park for drilling in 2002 that Michi-
gan, with its famous scenic beauty, has relatively lax laws 
on noise and air pollution. 
So, as I remember wonderful days sailing on Hamlin Lake 
and cherishing that last look at my sailboat stored for the 
winter, I have to realize that the beauty and the joy of using 
our Lake is a heritage for all of us, sailors and others alike.  
Those of us who are season- al visitors owe the permanent 
residents and especially the officers of our Hamlin Lake 
Preservation Society and the Hamlin Lake Association out 
thanks for preserving and protecting our Lake. 
While you and I contemplate the happy hours this summer, 

notice the pine trees topping over the hard wood oak and maple, enjoy the clear water at the Dunes, we can anticipate that 

the Lake will be as we remember it.  We must be vigilant, however, the keep it as beautiful as it is.  That’s my view from the 

cockpit. 

VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 
By Norval Stephens 
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Blub, Blub, Blurb 
 
Below are Hamlin Lake results from the Michigan Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program (CLMP), presented in the same 
format as the past few years.  This program is jointly sponsored by the Michigan Lake & Stream Associations and the Michi-
gan Department of Environmental Quality.  Data from all participating lakes can be found at www.micorps.net/
lakereports.html.   
Water clarity average in feet:   
 

Water clarity is measured by determining how far down in the water a black and white Secchi disc is visible.   

 
 

Clarity seems to be stable.  2004 numbers are probably lower than normal because we had a heavy spring run-off which 
flushed tannins into the lake.   
 

Chlorophyll average:  ug/l 
 

Chlorophyll is the green pigment in plants.  High chlorophyll content in water samples means significant algae growth.  

  
 
At our sampling sites, upper Hamlin Lake always has more algae than lower Hamlin Lake.  The results from the lower lake 
are fairly constant while the upper lake has more variability.   Algae growth in 2007 was below average 
Phosphorus content:  top water samples, ug/l. 
 

Phosphorus is the nutrient that we need to be most concerned about  because it causes excessive algae and rooted plant 
growth.  Please help by using low or no phosphate fertilizers, keep you septic systems working properly, and create buffer 
zones on your water-front. 
 

 
 

Values from the upper lake continue to be slightly higher than values from the lower lake.  There are no significant upward of 
downward trends. 
 

The Very Unscientific Zebra Mussel Study 
 
The zebra mussel study had ten participants last summer—two more than in 2007.  The Redmonds and the Disegnas still have clean 
bricks—no mussels grown in a total of eleven summers.  Data from 2008 is shown below.  In general, it looks like the zebra mussel pop-
ulation is declining. Perhaps the flood of ’08 disrupted their habitat to the point where it reduced their numbers.  Five participants report-
ed their lowest numbers of the study.  Others had numbers that were about the same.  Only the Crompton’s were able to grow significant-
ly more mussels than in the past. 
 
A few of us die-hards will probably suspend our bricks again next summer.  If you would like to join the group, send me an email and I 
will send you some simple instructions.  lhoepfinger@charter.net. 
 
 
There are additional water quality test results available that we were not able to include in this issue of the Currents. They will be in 
the next issue of the Currents. If you would like those results prior to the next issue of the Currents please contact either Lynn 
Hoefinger or myself (Wayne Disegna) and we will send them to you. 

Year 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Upper Hamlin 9.2 9.9 7.4 10.6 9.2 9.6 

Lower Hamlin 11.6 13.3 10.2 13.6 13.0 13.3 

Year 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Upper Hamlin 6.4 6.9 11.1 7.3 6.1 4.9 

Lower Hamlin 3.8 3.7 5.2 3.5 3.1 3.5 

Year 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Upper Hamlin 18.5 25 24 20 20.5 21.5 

Lower Hamlin 19.5 17 21 18.5 17 17.5 

http://www.micorps.net/lakereports.html
http://www.micorps.net/lakereports.html
mailto:lhoepfinger@charter.net
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Commemoratives for 2008 
50

th
 Anniversary 

The Eversmans 
from Keith & Ruth Crompton 

 

Memorials for 2008 
Fred H. Benseman 

from David & Sally Dierks, Ginny Hluchan 

Myrtle Dawson 
From Darwin Dawson 

Frank & Marie Drusch 
From Marti Mesmer 

Erna Gray 
From Marti Mesmer  

Donald Harmon 
From Joyce Harmon 

Carol Boardman Hittle 
From Marion Boardman, Helen & Bowie Duncan 

Harry Jacobs 
From many friends 

Irv Lovato 
From Kenneth & Luella Lovato 

Ray & Neoma Purtell 
From Jack Purtell 

Bonnie Schermer 
From Robert & Karen Schermer 

Walter Schwochow 
From Marti Mesmer 

John L. Stephens 
From Bruce & Ginger Terlep 

 

overwhelmed and understaffed, but what struck me most was how patient and positive all those people were, waiting in 
their cars in the heat for close to an hour, some to just drop of a few batteries or a thermometer and some half-used sol-
vents.  All told, 276 cars representing 302 households from Mason County disposed of 16,466 lbs of household hazard-
ous waste!  Additionally, the Clean Sweep program collected 3707 lbs. of pesticides, and our group had connections 
making it possible to also take in and recycle 4400 lbs of oil, 800 lbs of automotive batteries and 700 lbs of household 
batteries. Of that Mason County number, 40 cars representing 45 households were from Hamlin Township, bringing 
3,889 lbs of hazardous waste.  It was inspiring to see how much people cared about doing their part, and it really added 
up! Then all that hazardous waste was shipped off to be processed properly and safely, much of it being reused, instead 
of ending up in landfills or just dumped out on the ground, which would’ve leached into the groundwater and contaminat-
ed our waters, especially our precious Hamlin Lake jewel!    
     Now comes the sad part: we were scheduled to take materials until 1 p.m., but had to shut down shortly after noon.  
Why?  We ran out of money.  Yes, there really is no free lunch, even to get rid of hazardous materials.  In fact, it ’s really 
not cheap: 96¢/lb not-cheap, to be exact.  So, one of the things we learned from this past year, in addition to having 
more DLD staff and volunteers available to more efficiently handle the cars coming in, is we’ll need more money.  En-
couragingly, the people who waited so patiently in line that day were also very generous, giving $900 just in spare 
change that one of our volunteers asked for from those willing.  Most people also indicated in our short survey taken at 
each car, that they’d be willing to pay $1/lb to dispose of their materials if they had to.  We want to avoid this if at all pos-
sible, but that means we need more money from grants, local governments, and local organizations.  I ’m hopeful that the 
Hamlin Township Board will designate more money for HHW this year, and I’ve had a good reception from HLPS when I 
presented this program to them last fall.   
     So how can you help?  The most important thing you can do is participate in the program by beginning now to set 
aside your hazardous waste to bring to our next HHW day on September 13th.  If you can’t attend, see if you friend or 
neighbor could bring it in for you.  Other important ways that you can help is by letting your Township and HLPS board 
members know that you think this program is an important service, especially for those of us who want to protect our 
lovely lake from hazardous waste contamination!  You can also come to our organizational meetings anytime, help out 
on the day of the drop-off, and/or donate directly to the program.  Contact Lynda Herremans at our local Soil Conserva-
tion District (757-3708 x3) if you’d like to be involved, or if you have any questions.   
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